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Sudanese Delegations Arrive for Abuja Peace Talks 


AB2205213692 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1800 GMT 22 May 92 


[Text] Officials of the Sudanese For:ign Ministry have 
Started arriving in Abuja for the peace talks scheduled to 
begin in the Nigerian capital on Tuesday [26 May]. 


The Sudanese Government is to be represented by 
Colonel Muhammad al-Amin Khalifah, chairman of the 
National Transition Assembly [as heard]. Mr. (Susista 
Care} is to lead the John Garang faction of the Sudanese 
People’s Liberation Army, SPLA, while Justin Lam Akol 
is expected to head the Riak Machar faction of the 
movement. 


The Sudanese ambassador to Nigena, Mr. Ahmad al- 
Tyan Salih, told newsmen in Abuja today that his 
government attached great importance to the meeting 
with the two factions of the SPLA. The Abuja peace talks 
will be the third by the parties. 


The first peace talks were held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 
while the second were in Nairobi, Kenya. The Abuja 
peace conference which (?will be held) under the aus- 
pices of the Organization of African Unity, 1s expected to 
find a solution to three key issues that have kept 
Sudanese from the south away from their brothers in the 
north for many years. 


The issues include relationship between the states and 
the federal government in a federation and assimilation 
of the Sudanese People’s Liberation Movement and its 
military wing into the federation. The other is the 
question of guaranteeing equitable distribution of nat- 
ural resources in Sudan 


The meeting will be declared open by the minister of 
external affairs, retired Mayor General Ike Nwachukwu. 


Conference Opens 


AB2605172092 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1500 GMT 26 May 92 


[Text] Afnican nations have been advised to seek lasting 
solutions to regional conflicts created by colonialism. 
The minister of foreign affairs, retired Major General Ike 
Nwachukwu, gave the advice today in Abuja at the peace 
conference between representatives of the government of 
the Democratic Republic of the Sudan and the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Movement [as heard]. Gen. 
Nwachukwu reminded the two factions that the heavy 
loss in both human and material cerms claimed by the 
war should show them the futility of using violence as a 
means of resolving conflicts. He povited out that Nigeria 
had contended with a civil war, which made her more 
united through a program of reconciliation, rehabilita- 
tion, and reconstruction. Gen. Nwakchukwu, therefore, 
gave the assurance that Nigeria would continue to assist 
the Sudan and indeed Afncan nations in bringing peace 
to the continent. 
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Responding, the leader of the [word indistinct] faction, 
Mr. Lam Akol, said that the repeated [word indistinct] 
attempts to solv: the conflict have proved that the 
Sudanese Government was restating its plan for peace. 
He thanked Nigerian Government for showing sincere 
interest in matters affecting African nations. 


Government ‘Concessions’ 


AB26-5 204492 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1800 GMT 26 May 92 


[Text] The Government of Sudan has said that (7it) is 
prepared to offer concessions to the rebel Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army, SPLA, at peace talks being held today 
in Abuja. The leading government negotiator, Mr. Ali 
Al-hajj Muhammad, said in an interview before the talks 
started that (?prior) agreement to impose Islamic law 
only in the Muslim north of Sudan was already a 
concession. He said the government was also ready to 
modify the Sudan federal system to give more powers to 
mainly Christians in the southern part of the country. 
Mr. Muhammad said the SPLA must (?give up its) 
demand for either a breakaway (?state) or a secular 
constitution for the whole of Sudan. 


TNA Speaker's Address 


FA2605212092 Khartoum SUNA tn Arabic 1630 GMT 
26 May 92 


[Text] Abuja, Nigeria, 26 May (SUNA)} The speaker of 
the Transitional National Assembly [TNA] and leader of 
the Sudanese delegation to the peace talks in Abuja, Mr. 
Mohamed al-Amin Khalifah, said today that the 
national salvation revolution had acknowleded from the 
moment it assumed power that oppression existed in the 
south and in a number of other states. From the outset it 
had adopted the course of dialogue and called for a 
peaceful solution to the issue. 


In his address to the opening session of the peace negoti- 
ations, he stated that the revolution had announced a 
cease-fire in the theaters of operations and expressed its 
readiness for negotiations at any time and at any place, 
which resulted in the Addis Ababa talks. Thereafter the 
revolution had pursued the same course and held the 
national peace dialogue conference. It had called on the 
rebel movement to attend. It had guaranteed the security 
of its delegation and given the assurance that it could 
discuss anything it wished. That conference had opted for 
a federal system to administer the country and had defined 
the relationship between religion and state. The rebel 
movement had admitted that the recommendations of the 
national dialogue conference, which had become a govern- 
ment program, were appropriate as a basis for negotia- 
tions. Mr. Muhammad al-Amin Khalifah said the split in 
the ranks of the popular movement a year or so ago had 
contributed to the suspension of negotiations. The 
Sudanese as a whole and the southerners in particular 
continued to pay a heavy price day after day 
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The split had also led to the exposure of many atrocities 
and inhuman practices perpetrated by the movement 
against the southerners. The most infamous of their viola- 
ti us, which shook the conscience of the world, was the 
kidnapping by the movemen. of children aged between 
seven and 14, who were held in camps called the Camps of 
the Red Army where they would be trained before being 
thrown into the furnace of battle. In this way. the move- 
ment violated all international laws, charters, norms, and 
the human nghts guaranteed by those laws. 


He said the Tort group had chosen to persist in vying 
against peace and mediation and in its war against civilians 
and the unarmed. It had started a campaign against Darfur 
State with the intention of widening the area of fighting. It 
had also resorted to persistent shelling of Juba to kill 
women, children, and the elderly, and to destroy mosques. 
churches, and educational and youth institutions. 


He said that in the face of this the government had no 
alternative but to exercise its sovereign prerogative of 
saving the citizens, children, and the elderly who had 
been isolated by the movement in a number of southern 
towns or blockaded so that they could be starved and 
shelled. The (?government) had decided to do its duty by 
moving its forces to break the sieges on the towns and to 
transport food to save the lives of the people in those 
towns and centers. 


He went on to say: We have come today more interested 
in negotiations and more determined to achieve peace 
and stop the bloodshed and war which has led to the 
exodus of millions of southerners. Over a million chil- 
dren lack educational and hea’th care. Indeed, some of 
them have become victims of conscription and crossed 
into neighboring countries as refugees. They constitute 
eight percent of Africa’s refugees. He added that 88 
percent of civilian dead and permanently disabled were 
victims of this war. The war had stopped development, 
destroyed infrastructures, and planted the spirit of insta- 
bility and reliance on assistance from others in the minds 
of our people in the south. It had also led to the halting 
of development in the south. 


He said the salvation revolution was determined to 
achieve peace. This had been made clear by the estab- 
lishment of the peace and development foundation to 
tackle the effects of war in the zones affected by the 
fighting. He said that the revolution was striving to 
achieve a just peace based on the equality of all citizens 
without discrimination on the basis of religion. race, 
language, culture or social background. 


In conclusion he appealed to the two wings of the 
movement to accept with an open mind what the gov- 
ernment had agreed to, namely, to achieve a just, 
durable, and comprehensive peace for the good of the 
Sudanese people and to end the bloodshed, as well as to 
pay attention to the resettlement, rehabilitation, and the 
achievement of balanced and comprehensive develop- 
ment in all parts of Sudan. 
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At the beginning of his speech, he expressed gratitude on 
behalf of the Sudanese Government to Nigerian Presi- 
dent Ibrahim Babangida for his initiative to be a patron 
of the talks. 


ICO Holds Symposium on Development in Niamey 


AB2205 105092 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 21 May 92 


[Excerpts] A symposium organized by the Islamic Con- 
ference Organization [ICO] under the theme Islam and 
Development opened in Niamey this morning. The 
opening ceremony, which was chaired by Prime Minister 
Amadou Cherffou, took place in the presence of the ICO 
secretary general, Dr. Hamid Algabid, the president of 
the Islamic Development Bank, and many invited 
guests. The six-day symposium will discuss the role of 
Islam in any development process. Ibn Gueye reports 
from the opening ceremony: 


[Gueye] Opening the deliberations of the symposium this 
morning, the prime minister expressed satisfaction with 
the honor of having our country be chosen to hosi this 
meeting. At a time of rapid change 1n the world, at a time 
when each of our states has to review its strategies, redefine 
new concepts, and update its methods of procedure, Mr. 
Amadou Cheiffou called for an end to the silence observed 
by the Islamic community on the essential issues con- 
cerning development. Islam, the head of government con- 
tinued, which transcends borders and links more than | 
billion men and women through thought and action, 
remains incontestably the best vector for lasting and 
harmonious planetary development. 


[Begin Cheiffou recording] Islam. by its preponderant 
place in the world, should make a large contribution to 
the reflections being made here and there, in order to 
formulate a new vision of development. For my part, I 
am deeply convinced that Islam, which in the past was 
always able to cope with the many challenges with which 
it was confronted, will also be able to rise to the chal- 
lenges of development because Islam is the religion of 
the present and the future. To this end, I would like you 
to pay special attention to tolerance, that virtue which ts 
highly recommended by our Koran, the Holy Book, and 
without which nothing constructive and lasting can be 
envisaged. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


Addressing the symposium this morning, the ICO secre- 
tary general, Dr. Algabid, first paid tribute to the faith, 
commitment, and tenacity with which Niger and its 
people have been contributing to the activities of ICO. 
Dr. Algabid, pointed out that this symposium, which 
complements others being held in Asia and Europe, 1s in 
line with efforts toward the strengthening of Islamic 
activities. The ICO secretary general then outlined the 
objectives of the Niamey symposium: 


[Begin Algabid recording] It 1s intended to encourage Mus- 
lims to gain a better understanding of their religion and their 
culture, to strengthen their faith, and to defend their cultural 
and spiritual values against the unfair attacks to which they 
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have been subjected. It is also aimed at promoting inter- 
Islamic cooperation and solidarity for the prosperity and 
well-being of the Muslim world, and to convey to the world 
the eternal Islamic message of dialogue, peace, justice, 
tolerance, and progress. It will aim particularly at high- 
lighting the positive role of Islam in the drawing up of 
development policies of member states of the organization. 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 3 


It should be noted that the deliberations of the Niamey 
symposium, which will continue until 25 May, will 
discuss several subjects, among them the Islamic view 
of economic development, the role of Islam in devel- 
opment policy, the role of the private sector in the 
development of the Islamic world, economic coopera- 
tion among ICO countries, and an Islamic common 
market. [passage omitted] 


Cameroon 


President Leaves on Private Visit to Europe 


AB2205214092 Yaounde CRTV Radio Network 
in French 1900 GMT 22 May 92 


[Text] We begin this newscast with a communique sent to us 
from the civil cabinet of the Presidency of the Republic: The 
head of state, His Excellency Paul Biya, left Yaounde this 
morning for a brief private visit to Europe. 


Chad 


Opposition Group Criticizes Premier's Appeiatment 
AB2405 195692 Paris AFP in French 
0946 GMT 24 May 92 


[Text] Lagos, 24 May (AFP}—In a communique sent to 
AFP today, the Movement for Democracy and Develop- 
ment [MDD] said that by appointing a new prime 
minister without prior consultations with the opposition, 
President Deby has shown his intention to “retard, if not 
to oppose the holding of a sovereign national confer- 
ence."” MDD (armed opposition) comprises the Western 
Armed Forces [FAO], an offspring of the Chadian 
National Liberation Front, and sympathizers of former 
Chadian President Hissein Habre. 


Meanwhile, MDD has set up a united leadership and will 
hold a congress “shortly,” according to the communique. 
A collegial directc: ate with full powers will henceforth lead 
the Movement up until the next congress, the communique 
further says, adding: The directorate is composed of 
Moussa Medella Mahamat Seid, Ibrahim Malla Maha- 
mat—FAO chairman and deputy chairman respectively— 
Issa Moussa Tamboule, and Barkaye Oguy. 


Rwanda 


OAU Secretary General Visits, Seeks Solution 


EA2305220092 Kigali Radiodiffusion Nationale de la 
Republique Rwandaise in Kinyarwanda 1700 GMT 
23 May 92 


[Excerpts] Today we have among us the OAU secretary 
general, Salim Ahmed Salim, who arrived in Rwanda 
this afternoon for a four-day visit during which he will 
hold talks with our country’s authorities, including the 
president and prime minister. [passage omitted] 


Speaking to a Radio Rwanda journalist, the OAU official 
said the main purpose of his visit is to show the OAU's 
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interest in finding a solution to the war imposed on us by 
the rebels. As to whether he has come up with 2>y new 
propositions since the start of the war, Salim Ahmed Salim 
said that he was not a miracle worker nor [words indis- 
tinct] to bring a remedy, and that his wish is that the 
remedy would be that the OAU supported by the con- 
cerned parties, should work to find a negotiated solution. 


As to whether the OAU should put pressure on President 
Museveni to use his power over the rebels so that they 
stop the war and hold talks, the OAU secretary general 
said that he had heem in Kampala two weeks ago and 
held talks with Museveni on the question and even met 
the rebel leaders, and that this proves the OAU efforts in 
trying to end the war. 


Concerning cooperation between the OAU and the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees, Salim Ahmed Salim 
said that cooperation existed ard worked well in trying 
to find out how the refugees could return voluntarily. 
The international organizations, however, should not 
overlook the small size of Rwanda. 


The journalist then asked: It 1s said that you are a close 
friend of Museveni. Could the fmendship help in 
advising the rebels in stopping the war? Salim Ahmed 
Salim answered: This is an exaggeration because all 
presidents are my fnends, including President Habyan- 
mana. That is why I came to hold talks with him. 


The guest met this afternoon with the minister of work 
and social welfare, Edouard [narre as heard] [last name 
indistinct], and the UN refugee representative. 


Defense Minister Denies Rebels Hold Territory 


EA2605070092 Kigali Radiodiffusion Nationale de la 
Republique Rwandaise in French 1115 GMT 25 May 92 


[Text] The minister of defense, Mr. James Gasana, 
refutes information that the Rwandan Patriotic Front is 
occupying a portion of Rwandan territory. The informa- 
tion was monitored by Radio Rwanda last night and was 
given by the Patriotic Front commissioner charged with 
external relations, Mr. Patrick Mazimpaka. 


Curfew Imposed, Meetings Banned in Nshili Commune 


EA2705101592 Kigali Radiodiffusion Nationale de la 
Republique Rwandaise in French 1800 GMT 26 May 92 


[Text] In regard to turmoil in Nshili Commune, the 
Gikongoro security council has just decided that the 
curfew in the commune will be between 1900 and 0500. 
Meetings and all other demonstrations are banned in 
Nshili commune until further notice 
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Ethiopia 


Foreign Minister Meet~ Cownterpart From Djibouti 
EA2305122892 Addis Ababa Voice of Ethiopia Network 
in Amharic 0400 GMT 23 May 92 


{Text} Talks focusing on bilateral relations and cooper- 
ation were held yesterday at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs between Mr. Seyoum Mesfin, the foreign min- 
ister, and Mr. Moumin Bahdon Farah, foreign minister 
of the Republic of Djibouti. The two ministers 
exchanged views on the implementation of the resolu- 
ticns adopted by the Horn of Africa humar‘“tarian issues 
conference held in Addis Ababa. They also discussed the 
possibility of bringing peave and stability to the Horn of 
Africa so that the region may concentrate on develop- 
ment activities. 


Eritrean Leader Marks Liberation Anniversary 


EA2605110092 Asmera Voice of the Broad !fasses 
of Eritrea in Tigrinya 1400 GMT 24 May 92 


[Speech by Isayas Afewerki, Eritrean Pecple’s Liberation 
Front secretary general, at a celebration marking the first 
anniversary of the liberation of Eritrea at the | Sep- 
tember Square in Asmera—recorded] 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] The Eritrean people 
achieved their liberation through bitter struggle with 
their limited resources and without any help from the 
outside world. This is truth, and the people of Entrea 
deserve to have peace and rest. But they do not deserve 
peace and rest alone. The international community, 
which also offended the Eritrean people by ignoring their 
struggle, now has the political and moral responsibility 
to recompense the Entrean people for the crimes they 
committed against them and to assist them. [passage 
omitted] 


Ladies and gentlemen, peace and stability have prevailed 
in the past year and if there is any other meaning | can 
give this, apart from the way it feels, it is that the [words 
indistinct}. What the Eritrean people have learned from 
their bitter struggle is that it requires endless efforts to 
preserve, and not just achieve, peace. What the provi- 
sional government has taken as its first task in this one 
year 1s to preserve the peace and stability that have been 
achieved in the country. But this is not all. It 1s also its 
duty to guarantee that the peace and stability that have 
been attained in Entrea will be preserved, and having 
that guarantee requires the introduction of democracy 
which is the first pnority of the government. For this 
reason the government has been trying its best to lay the 
foundation for forming a state where the mghts of the 


people are respected 


Peace a‘ ‘tability cannot, however, prevail with the 
goodwill and efforts of one side only, and in order to 
have security for the peace and stability of the country, 
the joint responsibility and efforts of the countnes of the 
region are required. [passage omitted] 
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The provisional government, taking account of the 
above truth, has been working not only for the peace and 
stability of the country but 2'*o to maintain and safe- 
guard the peace and stability of our region with its 
limited st.ength and resources. And the prevailing peace 
and stability gives hope in our regicn. [passage omitted] 


It 1s a collective responsibiiity to safeguard and preserve 
the prevailing peace of this region and to thwart the 
efforts which ace being made at present to bring the 
region to war and genocide, and it is a task ~f derending 
the region and which sb=uld not be forgotten. 


Ladies and gentlemen, one cannot list all the conse- 
quences of the fighting and the damage caused in Eritrea. 
The land was made barren; over 250,000 Eritreans were 
forced to go into exile, and the remainder were dis- 
placed. As I stated earlrer, although peace and stability 
are the preconditions for redressing social ills as a whole, 
the provisional government has drafted an economic 
Por \cy to revive the economy of the country, even though 
it will require much time and many resources. 


Cooperation with various countries and organizations is 
improving. Ever. though the first priority was to combat 
drought and its consequences before laying the founda- 
tion of the development plans, the United Nations and 
some organizations have not given it the necessary 
attention, so many plans have been uspended; this truth 
must be mentioned here. The required attention has not 
been given to the prevailing peace and stability. 


Ladies and gentlemen, the government will strive con- 
tinuously to fulfill the tasks entrusted to it and to 
safeguard and maintain the peace and stability of the 
country. It wi. also work hard to give the necessary 
attention to strengthen further the existing relationships 
with our neighbors and with the countries of this region. 


[passage omitted] 


Gratitude and respect to the martyrs who gave their 
precious lives to achieve this liberation and peace. 


Decree Issued on Composition of Eritrean Government 


FA2405 123092 Asmera Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Tigrygna 0400 GMT 22 May 92 


[“Summary”™ of decree issued by the Provisional Gov- 
ernment of Eritrea; place and date of issue not given] 


[Text] A decree on the establishment of the authority and 
responsibility of the Provisional Government of Eritrea. 


The preamble of the decree explains the reasons for the 
importance of establishing the Provisional Government 
of Eritrea and says: Considering the long struggle for 
independence and the victory achieved until the mght to 
self-determination of the Eritrean people, based on the 
referendum, is exercised and a permanent government ts 
established in Eritrea, the need for the transitional stage 
is crucial. In this transitional stage, in order to maintain 
the unity, people, and the land of Entrea, establish law 
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and stability, improve the living standards of the people. 
provide social services, plan the economy which was 
destroyed by the war. develop and reconstruct, establish 
democratic organizations, develop popular admuinistra- 
tion, establish relations with the surrounding regions and 
the world, and as there 1s a crucia! need to establish a 
provisional goveriment in Lritrea, the decree on the 
establishment, authority, and responsibility of the Pro- 
visiona! Government of Eritrea has been issued. 


Article Two [as heard] describes the bodies oi the transi- 
tional Government of Entrea. The Provisional Government 
of Entrea consists of these three bodies: (1) the legislative 
body, (2) the executive body, (3) the judicial body. 


Article Three notes that until the referendum is held and a 
permanent gove mment 1s established and during the tran- 
sitional stage, the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front 
{[EPLF] Central Committee is the legislative body of the 
Provisional Government of Entrea and it outlines the 
authority and responsibilities of the Central Committee 
Based on this, the Central Committee plans and controls the 
implementation of the foreign and internal policies of the 
provisional government. 


The Central Committee approves the budget of the 
Provisional Government of Entrea. approves interna- 
tional agreements signed in the name of Eritrea, plans for 
the equal distribution of services and the development 
and people's participations in various sectors in Eritrea. 
The Central Committee will meet once every six months. 


Article Four notes that the executive committee of the 
Provisional Government of Entrea is the Council of the 
Provisional Government of Entrea. Its members are as 
follows: the secretary general of the Provisional Govern- 
ment of Eritrea, secretary of the Judicial Department: 
secretary of the Economic Development and Cooperation 
Department, secretary of the Internal Affairs Department. 
secretary of the Foreign Affairs Department; secretary of the 
Defense Department: secretary of the Industry Department. 
secretary of the Agriculture Departiwent; secretary of the 
Finance Department, secretary of the Building Department. 
secretary of the Education Department: secretary of the 
Health Department, secretary of the Culture and Informa- 
tion Department, administrators of the 10 regions; heads of 
the four [Army] corps; and head of the naval force. The 
Council of the Provisional Government of Entrea will 
answer to the Central Committee and controls and follows 
up on the implementation of the policies, decisions, and 
laws of the Provisional Government of Eritrea and will meet 
once every six weeks. 


Article Five, after noting that the secretary of the EPLF 
is the secretary general of the Provisional Government, 
explains his authority and responsibilities 


Accordingly to Article Five, the secretary general represents 
the Provisional Government within and outside the country 
and is the commander in chief of the armed and police 
forces of Entrea. In the absence of the Central Committee 
and Council at meetings, the secretary general will head the 
Provisional Government of Entrea 
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Article Six notes that the judicial body of the Provisional 
Gevernment of Entrea will function independently from 
the Central Ccimmittee, the Executive Council, and secre- 
tary general. The article also notes that the high court of 
Eritrea will ensure the legal nghts and freedom of indi°1d- 
uals and of private and governmental organizations. 


Artwie Seven explains in detail the departments and 
commissions of the government. They are: 
1. Judicial Department 

2. Detense Department 

3. Internal Affairs Department 

4. Foreign Affairs Department 

5. Economic Development and Cooperation Department 
6. Finance Department 

7. Agnculture Department 

8. Industry Department 

9. Transport Department 

10. Building Department 

11. Marine Resources Department 

12. Water Resources Department 

13. Mining Department 

14. Tournssm Department 

15. Commerce Department 

16. [word indistinct] Department 

17. Port and Sea Transport Department 
18. Education Department 

19. Health Department 

20. Culture and Information Department 
21. Social Affairs Department 

22. Commission of [word indistinct] 

23. Commission of Eritrean Refugees 

24. Telecommunications Department 

25. Postal Services Department 

26. Civil Aviation Department 

27. Office of Public Works 

28. Office of the Secretary General 

29. General Auditor 


30. Office of the Civil Service 
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Thzse governmeat bodies will answer to the Council of 
tne Provisional Government of Entrea and .ne secretary 
general. The decree details the duties and responsibilities 
of these bod.es. [Words indistinct] commission duties 
and responsibilities as follows: 


!._ To enforce the authorty and responsibility given by 
this decree 


2. To ensure the implementation of the laws and direc- 
tives issued concerning the schedu-e of its work. 


3. To draw up laws that enable the implementation of its 
work and submit them to the Council of the Provis-onal 
Government for approval. [passage .. idistinct] 


6. To sign agreements without affecting the authonty of 
the Central Committee and Council 


{Words indistinct] Article Eight explains in detail the 
authonty and responsrbilities of the self-determination 
commission 


Due to the shortage of time. we cannot bring you the rest 
on this program. It will be published in the Entrean 
newspapers 


Kenya 


Government Denies Famine Areas Suffer Neglect 
EA2765 104092 Nairohi Kenya Broadcasting Corporation 
Network in English 0400 GMT 27 May 92 


[Text] The government last night issued a statement 
denying press reports and editonal comme: ‘s which 
have been alleging that some 280,000 Kenyar ; in the 
northeastern distncts were dying of hunger and that here 
are no roads or food aid and that the government had 
forgotten the region 


In a statement signed by a permanent secretary in the 
office of the president in charge of provincial adminis- 
tration and internal security, Mr. Wilfred Kimalat, the 
government said the press reports were grossly ecxagger- 
ated and misleading. Mr. Kimalat said the government 
has at all times taken appropriate measures to correct the 
situation and that to date. issued food assistance worth 
8.5 million shillings, (whereas) the national famine 
relief fund assisted in the provision of food and medicine 
worth 4.1 million shillings since January 1992. He said 
reports that there were no relief organizations in the 
affected areas were untrue. il] motivated, and should be 
dismissed. He named the organizations operating in the 
areas as the World Food Program. the UNHCR [UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees}, the Catholic Secre- 
tanat, UNICEF. the Red Cross. the Afncan Inland 
Church, GTZ [expansion unknown] of Germany. Doc- 
tors Without Borders from Belgium. and the Oxfam 


Mr Kimalat said the organizations were providing reliet 
services to Kenyans in the Northeastern Province and the 
refugees who have come into the area from neighboring 
countnes in large numbers. adding that cach organization 
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was free to openly state the amount of famine relicf food 
and to which plac.s it had provided. He also said ut had 
been discovei .“ the malnourished persons whose pictures 
have veen appearing in a local daily were not Kenyans but 
Somali nationals who arrived in very serious malnounshed 
conditions. He s2:d several meetings have been held 
between the government and the donors. noting tha: the 
World Food Program has pledged to assist with several 
thousand tons of wheat. The district famine relief commii- 
tees in the affected areas are also actively it volved in 
assessing famine conditions with a view to assisting those 
in need and to keep the government constantly informed 
of the position 


Mr. Kimalat said the government's pclicy on these 
matters was well known and 11 would not help if the press 
and self-serving individuals continued issuing alarming 
reports regarding the situation. He said they should 
instead seek audience with the goverament on the state 
of the drought and the action being undertaken 


FORD’s Shikuku Defends Meeting With President 
EA260S8 215092 Nairo. IN Tele 
1800 GMT 26 May 92 


[Text] Martin Shikuku. the FORD [Forum for ¢ Res- 
toration of Democracy] interim secretary general. whose 
meeting with President Mo: has come under scrutiny, 
today defended his visit to State House and branded his 
chairman, Oginga Odinga. a dictator 


ion in Enelish 


In a press sta‘ement. Shikuku wondered why he needed 
express author:ty from dinga to meet the president. He 
observed that Odinga was showing clear signs of dicta- 
torship and should be nipped in the “ud if the FORD 1s 
to avert senous problems. He referred to a recent deci- 
sion by Odinga to rename the problems party steering 
committee [as heard] the party executive council and 
questioned by whose authornty Odinga had announced 
the changes 


Another FORD activist. Wanguhu Ng Ang’a, recently 
referred to Odinga as a dictator. Shikuku challenged 
former Kamukunjy: MP Maina Wanyigi to substantiate 
aliegations that Shikuku received 30 million shillings 
from the president, otherwise he would sue Wanyigi 


Shikuku met with the president Wednesday last week [2 
May] at eight p.m. and has since met with a barrage of 
cnticism, and defense from circles which sav Shikuku 
had the nght to attend the evening meeting with lawyer 
Japhet Shamalla 


FORD 's steering committee is meeting tomorrow to 
discuss Shikuku’s fate 


Somalia 


Aidid’s Progress. Kenyan Involvement Discussed 


4B2605 161692 London BBC WU orld Service in English 
1°OS GMT 2S Mav 9 
[From the “Focus on Africa” progra 


EAS! AFRICA 


[Text] There appears to he no stopping General Aidid, 
the United Somal: Congress [USC] faction leader, whose 
forces have played a major part in the 7outing of the 
forces of former President Siad Barre and of his son- 
in-law, Gen. Morgan. Aidid’s forces seem to be gradually 
establishing a hold over southern Somalicz. including the 
area in the southwest, where the Kenyan and Ethiopian 
borders meet. Our correspondent, Lucy Hannon, has 
spent the last week traveling extensively in the south, 
visiiing t th the capital, Aogadishu, and the southern 
port, Kismaayo. On the line, Chns Green asked her if 
Gen. Aidid’s forces now control the whole of the south 


[Begin recording} [Hannon] Well, Gen. Andid 1s control- 
ling southern Somalia through an alliance with three 
other parties. Though Aidid himself makes it very clear 
thai he is not personally responsible for taking Kis- 
maayo, but through an alliance with other partes, par- 
ticularly, the Somali Patnotic Movement [SPM] under 
(Omar Dyef), he has extended his areas of control and 
influence ccnsiderably in those areas 


[Green] Does he seem to be in control of everything or 
are there areas that are still being disputed by the forces 
of Gen. Morgan, who used 19 hold Kismaayo” 


[Hannon] There seem to be two problem areas for him 
One is on the Kenyan border near a place called E] Wak 
And, when I was there last Tuesday [19 May] with Gen 
Aidid, he said then that fighting was still going on in El 
Wak. The other area which is a problem for the alliance 
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is the place where they have been attempting to push 
Gen. Morgan, who was formally holding Kismaayo, the 
southern capstal; they were trying to push him across the 
border. It 1s (Omar Dyef) of the SPM who is in charge of 
that venture. Aidid managed to speak to (Omar Dyef) by 
field radio and find out how he was getting on with that. 


[Green] And, what did he say” 


[Hannon] | spoke to him on Friday [22 May] and he said 
that he expected to, what he called, finish Morgan off, 
Morgan anc his troops, which he said were around 2,0°° 
[word indistinct] in two or three days. But he does not 
seem to have been able .o have done that. And when | was 
in Mogadishu yesterday, people from Ali Mahdi's govern- 
ment claimed that they had been talking to Morgan by 
radio, that Morgan 1s still in Somalia. He has not been 
pushed across the border, but in fact he has managed to 
replenish himself and 1s moving back towards Kismaayo, 
and indeed claims to be near Kismaayo 


[Green] Is the suggestion that Morgan is getting arms 
from Kenya’ 


[Hannon] That, yes. was the suggestion, and indeed Gen. 
Aidid accuses Kenya of supporting Siad Barre. He has said 
before that Ken\a supports Siad Barre and has assisted 
Morgan. And in Bullaxaar, which is mght on the Kenyan 
border, he did show me a field box of ammunition which 
is from the Ministry of Defense in Nairobi, and he claims 
that this 1s evidence. He says he has found this in other 
places in the south. He claims 11 1s evidence that Kenya ts 
directly supporting this group. [end recording] 
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Codesa Becoming ‘War of Nerves, Recriminations’ 
MB2705 133292 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 
1101 GMT 27 May 92 


[By Pierre Claassen, polstical correspondent] 


[Text] Cape Town May 27 SAPA—The Codesa [Con- 
vention for a Democratic South Afnca] negotiation 
process has become jammed in a war of nerves and 
recnminations which may finally scuttle optimistic 
forcasts of installing an interim government this year. 


Instead, a war of words is threatening to drive the main 
negotiation partners further and further away from the 
table in coming weeks 


This became evident on Wednesday as government 
spokesmen weaved evasively around questions on 
Codesa’s progress at the weekiy media brnefing. Other 
sources confirmed that talks had continued in the stalled 
pattern of Codesa 2 earlier this week. 


The management committee, which met on Monday [25 
May], could not even arrive at an agreed list of names for 
a daily management committee 


The government NP [National Party}and ANC ice 
National Congress] alliance partners appear have 
declared an unofficial stand-off, leaving the less« , 
to squabble over detail while they prepare for wai 


The minister of law and order, Mr Hernus Kriel, and 
deputy minister of constitutional affairs, Dr Tertius 
Delport, f.ced the media on Wednesday. 


Mr Kriel said: “I'm afraid the honeymoon 1s over.” 


Coming directly from the weekly cabinet meeting, he 
made it clear that the recent attacks on the pressident, 
Mr F. W. de Klerk, by the ANC president, Mr Nelson 
Mandela, were not being treated lightly. 


The state president was going to issue a statement, he said. 


The state president had refrained form attacking Mr 
Mandela since coming to office and the government 
believed this was not in the interest of negotiations. 


“We do not know what his motive is (for saying Mr De 
Klerk was personally behind the killing of blacks) but from 
the cabinet’s point of view the state president will now react. 


“We have reached a point where we have a duty to our 
supporters and the truth,” he said. The state president 
did not deserve these unfounded atiacks, “and we as a 
cabinet have a duty to defend him”. 


The government would take on the ANC for its failure to 
comply with the National Peace Accord and for coming 
to the talks table with unciean hands. 


It was clear from what the two munisters said, and 
especially refused or failed to say, that the Codesa 
process was directionless and there seemed to be little 
anxiety to get it moving again 
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Dr Tertius Delport, the official government spokesman 
on Codesa, said: 


“Maybe we have put too much pressure on the process at an 
early stage. We will have to take a little time to consolidate 
what we've reached and then move forward.” 


There was no evidence of any consolidation thus far 
however. Both Dr Delport and Mr Knel would only 
admit that there were various bilateral discussions held 
and to be held. Details were not up for discussion. 


There was also no evidence of concern that Parliament 
was running Out of time to pass legislation to install a 
transitional executive. 


Unless there were clear and firm undertakings given soon 
that Parliamefit would be needed to pass specific legislation 
at a future date, Dr Delpor: said, it could not be expected 
that people's programmes for the rest of the year should be 
disrupted by caliing a second session at short notice. 


“Time is running out,” he said. 


However, all parties, including the government, were 
anxious tc see movement and take the next step. 


“We will go out of our way t© accommodate it,” Dr 
Delpor. said. 


Gavernment, ANC Meet ‘To Paich Up’ Relations 
\4B2605 192492 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 26 May 92 p 1 


[Report by Tim Cohen: “Govt and 4 NC Try To Mend 
Relations”] 


[Text] Government and ANC |Afncan National Con- 
gress] representatives mei last n ght in an effort to patch 
up their worsening relations, highlighted by a spate of 
bitter recrmmuinations and allegations of phone-taping at 
Codesa [Convention for a Democratic South Africa]. 


Law and Order Minister Hernus Kel yesterday capped a 
week marked by furious rhetoric by slamming ANC presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela's allcgation that President F W de 
Klerk was personally responsible for political violence. 


In fact, Mandela was “allowing black South Afncans to 
be killed simply because they do not su oport the ANC”, 
because he was not controlling his supporters, Krel said 
in a statement. 


Our political correspondent reports that highly-placed 
sources in the NP [National Party] have indicated that 
relations between De Kierk and Mandela had been 
severely strained by a series of comments on violence 
made by the ANC president. 


Yesterday NP secretary-general Stoffel van der Merwe 
described Mandela's comments as “reckless” and “scandal- 
ous in the light of the latest evidence about the involvement 
of certain ANC members in violence on the Reef”. 


Reuter reports from Geneva that Mandela yesterday 
condemned government's “intransigent attitude” which, 
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he said, had delayed the return to SA [South Africa] of 
thousands of black political exiles. 


He made the accusation after talks with Sadako Ogata of 
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees. 


The commissioner is co-ordinating the repatriation of 
the exiles. 


Government and ANC members were reluctant to discuss 
the agenda of their meeting last night, altiiough it is under- 
stood that senior negotiators from both sides were present. 
The meeting is certain to discuss the current impasse. 


Meanwhile, the first Codesa management committee 
meeting since the near-disastrous Codesa II was domi- 
nated yesterday by an ANC allegation that its Codesa 
phone lines were tapped. 


Codesa management committee chairman Pravin Gordhan 
said the ANC had not presented the management com- 
mittee with evidence of its claim, but that it would be asked 
to do so before an independent technical group, which 
would recommend how to prevent further phone-taping. 


Codesa yesterday decided to treble the size of its man- 
agement committee, with representation from each of 
the 19 participants increasing from one representative to 
two representatives and one adviser. 


However, outstanding tasks would be dealt with by 
smaller groups. 


But the composition of the key working group 2, which 
deadlocked prior to Codesa II on how the new constitu- 
tion should be decided, could not be resolved. 


25 May MC Meeting Unable To Resolve Impasse 


MB2505173492 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1718 GMT 25 May 92 


[Text] Johannesburg May 25 SAPA—The vital issue of a 
constitution-making body remained unresolved after a 
Codesa [Convention for a Democratic South Africa] Man- 
agement Committee [MC] meeting on Monday [25 May]. 


Three other Working Groups [WG] were streamlined in 
an apparent attempt to simplify decision-making, how- 
ever, in what MC Chairman Pravin Gordhan suggested 
was a positive development. 


“Working Group Two (on constitutional principles) 
unfortunately still remains an outstanding matter,” Mr 
Gordhan said at a news conference at Johannesburg's 
World Trade Centre on Monday evening. 


He said WG2 in consultation with the MC would try 
again next Monday to decide on a structure to resolve the 
deadlock 1n that group. 


The MC meeting had been billed as vital by political 
observers, needed to right the sour note left after a near- 
disasterous Codesa II plenary session two weeks ago. 
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It was hoped the MC would draft proposals on how the 
WG? impasse might be resolved, and Codesa brought 
back on track. 


Negotiations deadlocked two weeks ago as the African 
National Congress [ANC] and government camps failed 
to agree on the participation of a second house or senate 
in the drawing up of a constitution, and the percentages 
required for concensus in such a constitution. 


Much of Monday was spent wrangling over an ANC 
allegation that its telephones at the World Trade Centre 
were tapped. 


The ANC earlier in the day directly accused the govern- 
ment of planting the bugs, and this was rebutted. 


Mr Gordhan said the ANC had had no immediate 
evidence available for the MC. 


By the end of the day, however, a conciliatory statement 
was issued by the MC, saying the ANC would present its 
evidence to a Codesa-appointed technical group for it to 
be evaluated. 


This group would make recommendations “to avoid this 
difficulty in the future”. 


Despite the lack of progress on WG2, Mr Gordhan noted 
progress in three other groups. 


Outstanding matters in Working Groups One (creating a 
climate for free political activity), Three (interim 
arrangements) and Four (TBVC [Transkei, 
Bophuthatswana, Venda, Ciskei] states) have been 
assigned to smaller committees. 


These are the steering committees in WGI and WG4— 
which have been in place since the beginning of negoti- 
ations—and the WG3 technical committee, which was 
formed a few months ago to resolve a specific impasse. 


Other decisions included an expansion of the MC, which 
will now comprise two delegates and one advisor from 
each group represented at Codesa. The MC has until now 
comprised delegations of one delegate and one advisor. 


The composition of the Daily Management Committee 
[DMC] was also due to be reviewed, witn a possible 
replacement of all members. No decision was made on 
this however, and the matter was referred to the DMC’s 
next sitting next Monday. 


Mr Gordhan said the revised working groups would not 
meet this week. 


Defense Minister Presents Budget to Parliament 


MB2605 152392 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1328 GMT 26 May 92 


[Text] Parliament May 26 SAPA—The R[rand]9.7 bil- 
lion budgeted for defence, although R518 million up in 
rand terms, represented a decrease of 7.7 per vent in real 
terms, the minister of defence, Mr. Roelf Meyer, said on 
Tuesday [26 May]. 
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Introducing the debate on his budget vote, he said 
spending on defence had dropped annually in real terms 
since 1989. 


There was no provision for secret projects in the defence 
budget. 


The public was under the impression that the special! 
defence account gave unlimited funds to secret projects 
and dirty tricks campaigns, but this was not so. 


The account was there because one did not show one’s 
enemy what equipment was being bought. The SADF 
[South African Defense Force] was involved in serious 
planning for a defence force of the future. 


There was no place for the incorporation or operation of 
para-military organisations in the country. 


The SADF would in no way tolerate any unconstitu- 
tional behaviour. 


“This implies that while the current constitution 1s in 
force, the SADF will uphold it.” 


The SADF had drafted principles it would like to see in 
a future defence force. 


These are: 


—the defence force shall insure the territorial integrity of 
th: country; 


—the defence force and its members shall be non- 
partisan and apolitical, loyal to the constitution and 
responsible to the government of the day; 


—it shall not discriminate on grounds of race, colour or 
creed; and 


—it should consist of a full time and a part-time force. 


A defence force policy on the use of the military in 
residential areas should be developed. 


Mr. Meyer paid tribute to his predecessor, Gen Magnus 
Malan, whom he said was a good militarist and strategist 
and had led the SADF weil for 15 years. His successor, 
Mr. Gene Louw, had a good record as an administrator. 


Denies Support for Renamo 


MB2605173892 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1711 GMT 26 May 92 


[Text] Parliament May 26 SAPA—The South African 
Defence Force was not supporting, supplying or aiding 
the Mozambican rebel movement Renamo [Mozam- 
bique National Resistance] in any way, the minister of 
defence, Mr. Roelf Meyer, said on Tuesday [26 May]. 


Speaking in debate on the defence vote, he said in reply 
to a question by Mr. Robin Carlisle (DP [Democratic 
Party] Wynberg) that neither the SADF nor any of its 
units supported Renamo. 
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Mr. Meyer said the end of the border conflict had 
brought about cuts in the defence budget and in arma- 
ments expenditure. 


This had resulted in the rationalization and restructuring 
of Armscor [Armaments Corporation of South Africa] 
and the establishment of the new industrial undertaking, 
Denel [expansion unknown]. 


Further on Debate 
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{By Lorraine Braid} 


[Text] Parliament May 26 SAPA—The South African 
Detence Force [SADF] was at the receiving end of both 
bouquets and brickbats during the first day’s debate on 
the defence vote on Tuesday [26 May]. 


As expected, several MPs raised the matter of Matthew 
Goniwe’s death and several accusations and allegations 
of Cabinet complicity had to be withdrawn. ANC 
{African National Congress] President Mr. Nelson Man- 
dela’s accusation of the state president’s complicity in 
the killing of blacks was also raised—condemned by 
most and supported by some. 


The minister of defence, Mr. Roelf Meyer, said if a 
speedy and fair conclusion to the present investigation 
into the deaths was required, it was necessary to allow 
the law to take its course and respect to be shown for the 
sub judice rule. 


“The SADF and I have full confidence in the South 
African legal system, even if the results of investigations 
have, at times, been painful. The attorney-general of the 
Eastern Cape must be given every opportunity to com- 
plete his investigation.” 


Mr. Meyer took exception to the fact that several members 
had made allegations and had reached a judgement on the 
matter. He found it strange that the same people were not 
asking for investigations into why so many members of the 
SAP [South African Police} had been killed. 


“We can scratch many skeletons out of the cupboard but 
neither that nor mud slinging 1s going to bring us closer 
to solutions. Any allegations against the SADF are taken 
to the Goldstone Commission of inquiry but the ANC 
does not have the courage to ask for similar investiga- 
tions into its or MK’s [Umkhonto we Sizwe: ANC 
military wing] activities 


“We must be careful about pointing fingers.” 


The NP [National Party] MP for False Bay said if the 
ANC had its way, the SADF would be used to establish 
a dictatorship in South Afnca violently. It was the 
responsibility of every member to ensure that the SADF, 
as an anchor of stability, was protected from destabili- 
sation. 
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Mr. Kasaval Chetty (Sol. Chatsworth Central) said it had 
reached a point where “the good guys are being made out 
to be the bad guys.” 


The Labour Party [LP] MP for Durban Suburbs, Mr. 
Luwellyn Landers, said the government should accept 
political responsibility for the deaths of Goniwe and 
other activists and resign. It was not enough that the 
inquests be re-opened. It was imperative that the unadul- 
terated truth behind these deaths be revealed. 


Mr. Sam Louw (LP Rust-Ter-Vaal) said the government 
was allowing uniformed men to recklessly shoot at blacks 
as in Wattville and Phola Park. This meant that every 
black person stood in danger of being shot at because of 
his skin colour. 


If members of the SADF went in to places like Phola 
Park to make war, then Mr. Mandela was correct to 
make the accusations he did. 


Mr. Jan van Eck, former DP [Democratic Party] MP for 
Claremont and now sitting as an independent after 
joining the ANC, said Mr. Mandela’s accusations had to 
be taken seriously. It was necessary for a panel of 
international jurists to look into the killings of hundreds 
of ANC activists. 


Dr Willie Snyman (CP [Conservative Party] Pietersburg) 
said the SADF was facing its most serious crisis since its 
inception. Thousands of national servicemen wanted to 
know whether MK was going to get integrated into the 
SADF. 


He warned that if the ANC-SACP [South African Commu- 
nist Party] took control of the SADF, the CP would be forced 
to change its support for the national service system. 


Mr. Peter Harmse (NP Suurbraak) asked if, with the 
violence and killings, this was how the new South Africa 
was going to look. If people did not agree, they killed 
each other. Black political organisations were directly 
responsible for the violence and it was time the guilty 
ones were pointed out. 


“Who gains the most from this instability? Not the 
government nor all the law abiding citizens.” 


There ..as every indication that the ANC was trying to 
discredit the SADF. 


Gen Bob Rogers (DP Walmer) thanked the SADF for its 
efforts to combat violence. He suggested that influential 
black political leaders be invited to visit SADF units mon- 
itoring the violence to create better understanding of what 
was being done. It also had to be made clear that, whatever 
happened in the past, the SADF was now impartial. 


CP Warning 


MB2605 174792 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1600 GMT 26 May 92 


[Text] The Conservative Party [CP] has warned the govern- 
ment that it will change its view on military service if the 
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South African Defense Force falls into the hands of a 
government dominated by the ANC [African National Con- 
gress} and SACP [South African Communist Party]. 


The CP spokesman on defense, Dr. Willie Snyman, said 
in the defense budget debate that Afrikaner nationalism 
would revolt against such a development. He said the CP 
had until now supported military service and the com- 
mando system unconditionally, despite the party's oppo- 
sition to the ethnic integration of the Defense Force and 
the use thereof in unrest stricken areas. Dr. Snyman said 
that when a people’s continued existence was threatened 
there was no other way to gain freedom—they'll be 
forced to resort to active resistance; however, individ- 
uals did not have the right to acts of resistance. 


In the debate the minister of defense, Mr. Roelf Meyer, 
repeated the government's viewpoint that there will be no 
unconstitutional control over the Defense Force. He said 
an integrated and rationalized Defense Force in a new 
South Africa would have to abide by certain principles. 
These included no discrimination in the force, loyalty to 
the constitution and the government of the day, and the 
maintenance of the current level of efficiency. Mr. Meyer 
said that in addition the Defense Force would consist of 
full and part time components, defend the country’s tern- 
torial integrity, and abide by a code of conduct. 


Independent MP’s Charges 


MB2705083292 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0500 GMT 27 May 92 


[Text] The former state president, Mr. P.W. Botha, has 
allegedly claimed responsibility for ordering the execu- 
tion of over a thousand black activists. ANC [African 
National Congress] aligned Independent MP for Clare- 
mont Jan van Eck told Parliament yesterday during the 
defense vote that Botha had allegedly said that he and his 
government were responsible for the execution of large 
numbers of black radicals, that the present government 
is still killing people, and that the government has 
threatened him with a Nuremberg-style trial if he does 
not stop supporting the right wing. 


Outgoing Defense Minister Roelf Meyer has rejected Van 
Eck’s comments, saying anything can be expected from the 
MP for Claremont. Botha himself has refused to talk to 
anyone, saying he is no longer involved in politics. 


Kriel Rejects Remarks 


MB2705 143792 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1100 GMT 27 May 92 


[Text] The minister of law and order, Mr. Hernus Knel, has 
rejected claims by the member of parliament for Claremont, 
Mr. Jan van Eck, that the former state president, Mr. P.W. 
Botha, and his government were responsible for the assas- 
sination of more than 1,000 black activists. Mr. Kriel was 
addressing a news conference in Cape Town. 


Referring to the threat of mass action and a general strike 
by the ANC [African National Congress]-SACP [South 
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Afncan Communist Party}-COSATU [Congress of South 
African Trade Unions] alliance, Mr. Kriel said that such 
threats were not in the spirit of negotiation. 


Democratic Party's de Beer Comments on Codesa 


MB2605 132692 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1100 GMT 26 May 92 


[Text] A Codesa [Convention for a Democratic South 
Afnca] Management Committee member, Dr. Zach de 
Beer, has said at a function at the Stellenbosch Univer- 
sity business school that the two major players at 
Codesa, the National Party and the ANC [African 
National Congress], are fighting the post-Codesa election 
now and are not looking for solutions. 


Dr. de Beer said a win in that election would be impor- 
tant for either of them, but by bringing their fight into 
Codesa, they were making it difficult to achieve a 
political settlement. He said it was of great importance 
for Codesa to succeed to bring about the political sta- 
bility that would lead to investment, job creation, and an 
end to the violence. He was optimistic that Codesa 
would succeed despite the present impasse. 


Party's Strategy Outlined 
MB2605135192 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1200 GMT 26 May 92 


[Text] The Democratic Party [DP] is gearing itself up to 
become a major electoral force, and a key player in the 
transition period in the new South Afnca. DP Leader 
Zach de Beer unveiled the party's strategy at a briefing 
today. He says the party will also mobilize support from 
people of color who do not support socialism. 


De Beer says the party's new strategy arises from reports 
from regional formations that the DP’s pilot member- 
ship expansion project indicates many South Africans 
are unconfortable with the ANC [African National Con- 
gress] and NP [National Party], and are seeking a viable 
alternative political home. He says the party’s member- 
ship campaign will focus on expanding grassroots sup- 
port, establishing new branches, and creating an effec- 
tive election fighting force. 


De Beer says a multi-million rand fund-raising drive will 
also be started to help the election campaign which the 
DP predicts will take place before the end of next year. 
He says the party is in the black financially for the first 
time since the 1989 election. 


Traditional Leaders’ Absence at Codesa Criticized 


MB2705075692 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 0500 GMT 27 May 92 


[Text] In Pietermaritzburg, the president of the Congress 
of Traditional Leaders of South Afnmca [Contralesa], 
Chief Phatekile Holomisa, has voiced his concern about 
the exclusion of traditional leaders from Codesa [Con- 
vention for a Democratic South Afnca]. Chief Holomisa 
pointed out that the homeland leaders at Codesa did not 
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represent traditional values. He said that political 
agendas were shaped by supporters who were not chiefs. 
He said that to exclude chiefs from the negotiations of 
the future of the country was tantamount to cutting off 
the lifeline of the rural society. 


Hani Admits ANC Security Committed ‘Excesses’ 
MB2605 144292 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
26 May 92 pl 


[Report by Shaun Johnson: “Excesses at ANC Camps, 
Han: Admits”’} 


[Text] South Afmcan Communist Party [SACP] chief 
Chns Ham has frankly admitted that excesses were 
committed by the ANC’s [Afmcan National Congress] 
security department in the organisation's camps. 


He says unchecked powers should never again be given 
to security structures in South Afmca—even if they are 
ANC-dominated. 


Mr Hani, who says there are some ANC members he 
would not like to see 1n a new security branch, has called 
for strict parliamentary control of the security wings in a 
democratic South African state. 


In an outspoken interview in the latest edition of the 
left-wing journal Work in Progress/New Era, the man 
who was formerly Umkhonto we Sizwe's [Spear of the 
Nation] chief of staff says there was a period in exile 
when the ANC’s security department targeted both 
guilty and innocent people in its efforts to unmask South 
Afncan Government “spies”. 


“Yes, it happened,” he says. “The climate, where the 
regime was destabilising the ANC, killings its leaders, 
assassinating commanders of MK, created a situation of 
overall suspicion. People began to lose a balanced 
approach in terms of combating the infiltration of the 
ANC by the regime.” 


Mr Hani says he intervened in an attempt to stop the 
executions of ANC mutineers in 1984. Some executions 
had already taken place. 


“My view was a minority view,” he says, “but when | 
presented it to the national executive committee, the 
leadership intervened and stopped the executions.” 


De Klerk, Ministers Get ‘Threatening’ Letters 
MB2705094992 Johannesbure THE STAR in English 
27 May 92 p 1 


[Report by Peter Fabricius and Shaun Johnson: “Covert 
Security Men Threaten De Klerk and other top Nats’] 


[Text] President De Klerk and at least three senior 
Cabinet Ministers have received threatening letters from 
an organisation calling itself the “Binnekring™ (Inner 
Circle) and claiming to be a “formal covert group” made 
up of former security officers. 
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The letters called on the top National Party politicians to 
“turn back” from Codesa [Convention for a Democratic 
South Afnca] or “face the consequences”. 


Mr De Klerk, Law and Order Minister Hernus Kriel, 
Foreign Affairs Minister Pik Botha and former Finance 
Minister Barend du Plessis received the letters shortly 
before the referendum on March 17. The Star is in 
possession of a copy of the letter sent to Mr Kriel. 


It was typed—in English—on a Binnerkring/Inner Circle 
letterhead, and bears a Ministry of Law and Order stamp 
indicating that 1t was received in Cape Town on March 16. 


In the letter, the Inner Circle claims to be a “well- 
structured group of former members of the SA [South 
African] Defence Force, Military Intelligence, Special 
Forces, South African Police Task Force, security police 
and of the National Intelligence Service’’. 


The group said it had “been monitoring your (the 
Government's) political initiatives over the last 18 
months with growing concern. 


‘We were prepared to allow you the benefit of the doubt, 
and gave you the opportunity to prove your sincerity and 
provide a viable option for a new SA.” 


According to the letter, the Inner Circle “command cell” 
had now decided that the reform process was running 
out of control. 


Deputy Justice Minister Warns on Private Armies 


MB2505174292 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1728 GMT 25 May 92 


[Text] Stellenbosch May 25 SAPA—The inherent dan- 
gers of private armies to peaceful negotiations in South 
Africa were underlined by Deputy Justice Minister 
Danie Schutte at a meeting at the University of Stellen- 
bosch on Monday night. 


Private armies could embody the ingredients of a civil 
war recipe, and the government had a clear view on these 
organisations, irrespective of their political or ideolog- 
ical basis, said Mr Schutte. 


“They are hindering permanent peace, and are possibly 
even the ingredients of a recipe for civil war, polarisation 
and violence.” 


He stressed the government would not allow the statutary 
powers of the SA [South Afncan] Police [SAP] and the 
Defence Force to be usurped, adding ‘the government will 
not allow anyone to take the law in his own hands”. 


Mr Schutte pointed out that private armies had been 
strongly denounced in both the D.F. Malan Accord and 
the National Peace Accord, and that legislation declaring 
private armies illegal had been the result and implemen- 
tation of those two agreements. 


“Both these agreements, however, provide for orderly 
self-protection and neighbourhood watch units. In the 
Peace Accord and the report of Working Group One to 
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Codesa [Convention for a Democratic South Afnca] II 1 
was agreed that such units should co-operate with the 
SAP.” 


He found it incomprehensible that an Afmcan National 
Congress grouping should now harbour any hesitations 
about the Peace Accord while all the other parties had 
again committed themselves to this accord—including 
the the ANC leadership—at Codesa II earlier this month. 


Double-talk about peace and political rhetoric would not 
contribute to peace and would only increase tension at 
grassroots level, Mr Schutte said. 


ANC, Police Reach Nonaggression Pact in Natal 
MB2705071992 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0500 GMT 27 May 92 


[Text] The ANC [Afmcan National Congress] Natal Mid- 
lands Region, and the South Afncan Police have reached an 
historic nonaggression pact. Craig Urquhart details: 


[Urquhart] The South African Police have resolved to 
recommend to superiors that ANC demands for the with- 
drawal of security forces from Mbali and the repeal of the 
emergency declaration be looked into. Trespassing charges 
against 36 ANC women who staged sit-ins at the American 
and British consulates in Durban were dropped, and the 
women who had been on a hunger strike since Friday [22 
May] night were released. Both parties agreed to exercise 
restraint, and they have reconfirmed their commitment to 
the National Peace Accord. A spokesperson for the ANC 
Women’s League last night described the agreement as a 
relief, but cautioned that they will not compromise until all 
their demands are met. 


COSATU Plans July Mass Action if Demands Not Met 


MB2705075792 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0500 GMT 27 May 92 


[Text] COSATU [Congress of South African Trade 
Unions] is planning mass action on what it calls an 
unprecedented scale. The trade union giant says 
marches, demonstrations. boycotts, and a general strike 
of no less than three days will start in mid-July if its 
demands are not met. John Matham reports: 


{Matham] Those demands relate to political negotiations, 
government corruption, and covert security force opera- 
tions. COSATU Secretary General Jay Naidoo says the 
gravity of the issues involved requires a response on the 
largest possible scale. Naidoo says he believes the campaign 
is worthy of the business community's support. He says 
because business has been very vocal in supporting democ- 
ratization, it should bite the bullet during the mass action 
period. However, the South Afican Chamber of Business has 
recently voiced its opposition to trade union mass action, 
more particularly a genera! strike. They say a bruised and 
battered economy cannot cope with the extra pressure 
which a stayaway would impose 
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ANC Investigates Social Welfare Department Fraud 
MB2405110592 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 24 May 92 pp 1, 2 


{Report by Charlene Smith: “Winnie in Cash Probe’’] 


[Text] The ANC [Afncan National Congress] is investi- 
gating an alleged fraud involving cheques for 
R[{Rand]400,000 issued while Mrs Winnie Mandela and 
her alleged lover, lawyer Dali Mpofu, were in charge of 
the organisation’s social welfare department. 


Mr Pallo Jordan, ANC director of information, said the 
attempted fraud was detected in February or March this 
year when the ANC’s bankers became suspicious about 
certain cheques. “Payment was stopped. I am not sure 
what aroused suspicion,” he said. 


Mr Mpofu—sacked as deputy head of the department 
earlier this month—said he was aware of only one 
attempted fraud involving a welfare department cheque. 


““Last November or December, the bank phoned and 
said there was a cheque for R50,000. I was startled that 
a cheque for that amount had been issued,”’ he said. 


“We would normally issue around five cheques a day for 
amounts ranging from R3,000 to R10,000 from a sepa- 
rate welfare department account that Mrs Mandela and I 
were signatories to. 


“I ummediately handwrote a note to the bank, urging 
them to stop payment. 


“The signatures on the cheques, which I later saw, were 
remarkably similar to those of mine and Mrs Mandela,” 
said Mr Mpofu. 


The ANC investigation has focused on how the cheques 
were authorised. 


Mr Jordan said ihe ANC knew who had signed the 
requisitions for the cheques, but declined to name them. 


He said in terms of ANC administration policy, a 
department head (in this case Mrs Mandela) and/or her 
deputy (Mr Mpofu) would submit a cheque requisition 
to the ANC’s treasury department, headed by Mr 
Thomas Nkobi. 


A cheque would then be issued and signed by two 
treasury department heads. 


Mr Jordan said he believed the authorisation system was 
safe—‘‘after all, the bank picked it up”. 


Mr Henry Mokgeti of the financial department, said: 


“As far as I know certain queries have bee.. raised. The 
accounting section is looking into the books and we have 
requested certain information from that department.” 


He would not say how much—if any—money was unac- 
counted for, whether any funds had been recovered or 
whether they would be repaid. 
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Controversy has swirled around Mrs Mandela's relation- 
ship with Mr Mpofu since she resigned from her post 
following an announcement by her husband, ANC pres- 
ident Nelson Mandela, that they were separating. 


However, Mr Jordan confirmed this week that she was 
still working in the department “until a replacement can 
be found”. 


Mr Mpofu, who was sacked, vacated his office at ANC 
headquarters in Johannesburg on May |4 and has said he 
will sue the ANC for unfair dismissal. 


His letter of dismissal—of which the Sunday Times has 
a copy—makes no reference to financial irregularities. 


The alleged attempted fraud is expected to cause an 
uproar among ordinary ANC members because the wel- 
fare department has turned away the families of hun- 
dreds of political prisoners and returned exiles, saying 
the organisation has no money to help them. 


The ANC holds its annual policy conference this week 
and the attempted fraud 1s expected to five rise to debate 
over the ANC’s handling of its finances. 


According to a senior ANC head office sources, shortly 
before Mrs Mandela resigned “dozens” of summonses were 
delivered to the office from clothing stores, jewellers and 
other suppliers of goods indicating a lavish lifestyle. The 
summonses were all passed on to Mrs Mandela. 


There 1s also bitterness in ANC circles about tnps 
undertaken by Mrs Mandela and Mr Mpcfu. 


In the second half of last year, they travelled to the 
United States together twice. On both occasions they 
travelled first-class on British Airways to London, then 
by Concorde to New York. 


On the first trip they had interleading rooms in their Los 
Angeles hotel. 


On the second—in October—they shared a bungalow on 
an estate owned by singer Dionne Warwick. 


Mr Jordan said the ANC did not pay their air fares: 
“They were paid by their hosts in the USA.” 


Mr Mpofu confirmed their travel and accommodation 
arrangements, but said: “So what? We travelled in that 
way and stayed as you describe, but so what?” 


He said both trips were hosted by a US aid organisation 
called Children of Africa. 


What has particularly angered some ANC members 1s 
that Mr Mpofu has been sporting a gold Raymond Weil 
watch given to Mr Mandela by jailed National Soccer 
League public relations officer Abdul Bhamjee. 


Mr Mpofu said: “I never know what watch I'm wearing. 
It might be that one, but usually | wear my own watch.” 


Mrs Mandela failed to respond this week to telephone 
calls and faxes about the missing funds and the nature of 
her relationship with Mr Mpofu 


Reports Denied 
MB2505 140492 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1329 GMT 25 May 92 


[Text] Johannesburg May 25 SAPA—The African 
National Congress (ANC) on Monday [25 May] branded 
as an “orgy of allegations and speculation’ weekend 
newspaper reports that Mrs Winnie Mandela and former 
Social Welfare Department employee Dali Mpofu had 
squandered R[{rand}]400,000. 


Mayor English-language newspapers on Sunday claimed an 
audit conducted into the ANC’s Social Welfare Department 
had revealed that R40,000 had allegedly been spent by Mrs 
Mandela and Mr Mpofu on overseas trips, including first- 
class hotels and a flight aboard the Concorde. 


In a statement on Monday, the organisation said: “The 
rumours that have made their way into the print media 
to the effect that the Department of Social Welfare 
squandered a sum of R400,000 have no basis in fact. 


“At no time has any department of the ANC been 
accused of such misuse of funds nor has any investiga- 
tion concerning such a sum of money been instituted. 
These rumours are the product of overheated imagina- 
tions which a number of journalists have, unfortunately, 
chosen to accept as fact despite explanations by the 
ANC’s Department of Information and Publicity.” 


The organisation continued that allegations of Mrs Man- 
dela’s trips to the United States being funded by the 
ANC bordered on libel. 


“On each occasion that she has travelled to the USA, she 
was the guest of US organisations. These organisations 
assumed responsibility for the fares and for her upkeep 
and that of her entourage while they were in USA. 


“It 1s wholly untrue that the ANC assumed any financial 
responsibility for these trips,” said the statement. 


Turning to a report that ANC media liaison officer Saki 
Macozoma had confirmed the allegations to the CITY 
PRESS newspaper, the organisation said the statements 
were falsely reported by the newspaper reporter. 


“Mr Sakh'umzi (Saki) Macozoma, head of the ANC's 
liaison, did indeed have a conversation with a journalist 
from the CITY PRESS, but the exchanges between 
himself and the CITY PRESS reporter did not involve 
any of the statements the CITY PRESS attribute to him. 


“Thes matter has already been taken up in telephonic 
conversations with Mr Khutu Sibiya, editor of the CITY 
PRESS. If t os felt necessary, Mr Macozoma will seek 
legal advice on the issue,” said the ANC. 


It added that the organisation reserved the nght to take legal 
action against any libelous action against its personnel. 
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Demands for Winnie Mandela's Reinstatement Rejected 
MB2405 120192 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1107 GMT 24 May 92 


[Text] Johannesburg May 24 SAPA—The [National] Exec- 
utive Council (NEC) of the ANC [Afmcan National Con- 
gress} Women’s League has disassociated itself from a group 
within the league which 1s demanding the reinstatement of 
Mrs Winnie Mandela and prominent black lawyer Dali 
Mpofu as heads of the ANC’s welfare department. 


A statement on Sunday [24 May] frora the league’s NEC 
said correct procedures had not been followed by the 
disaffected group and innocent, uninformed women had 
been misled into “believing they were involved in a 
principled demonstration”. 


The statement was not signed but, according to league 
administrator Thoko Khubu, it was endorsed by new 
ANC Women’s League head Gertrude Shope, and it 
stems from an ANC Women’s League meeting on 
Sunday at the Kempton Park Conference Centre. 


Some of Mrs Mandela's supporters within the league— 
the so-called “social welfare support committeec’”’—who 
took part in a press conference on Thursday, were under 
the impression the league's leadership would be at the 
conference, the statement said. 


The estimated 40 women in the group which hosted the 
press conference demanded the reinstatement of Mrs 
Mandela and Mr Mpofu—who has been romantically 
linked with Mrs Mandela—and also criticised ANC 
spokeswoman Gill Marcus and claimed there was a cabal 
within the congress which was seeking to sideline ANC 
President Nelson Mandela. 


“The head office of the Women’s League was never 
informed of the plans to have this action. Even if we 
were informed, we would not have allowed such an 
anti-ANC demonstration. We condemn the use of the 
PWV [Pretoria, Witwatersrand, Vereeniging) ANC 
Women’s League offices and property to prepare plac- 
ards hitting at our leadership and organisation.” 


The NEC statement noted Mrs Mandela's resignation as 
head of the ANC’s welfare department, which came 
shortly after her split with her husband, ANC President 
Nelson Mandela, and new allegations of her direct 
involvement in criminality. 


Mrs Mandela was re-elected as head of the PWV region 
of the ANC Women’s League, however. 


The NEC said that in the light of her resignation, it failed 
to understand the demand for her reinstatement. 


“The ANC Women’s League stands by our leadership,” 
it said. 
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PWY REC Suspended 
MB2505054492 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2210 GMT 24 May 92 


[Text] Johannesburg May 24 SAPA—Mrs Winnie Mandela 
was on Sunday [24 May] ousted from her power base within 
the ANC [African National Congress] Women’s League 
[ANCWL] following a heated PWV [Pretoria- 
Witwatersrand-Vereenigen] inter-branch meeting in Johan- 
nesburg as controversy surrounding her mounted at the 
weekend. According to sources who attended the meeting, 
the recently appointed Regional Executive Committee 
(REC) of the ANCWL PWV Region was suspended until 
further notice, effectively removing Mrs Mandela from her 
position of power within the organisation as PWV 
chairman. “I really know nothing about this,” a surpnsed 
Mrs Mandela told SAPA on Sunday night. “I will comment 
when I get a statement.” 


Although Mrs Mandela was not specifically referred to in 
this connection at the meeting, one source, who asked 
not to be named, said: “It was all about Winnie... It is a 
concerted effort to clip her wings.”’ An official statement 
on the latest developments surrounding the militant Mrs 
Mandela is expected on Monday from the ANC. 


In recent weeks Mrs Mandela was separated from her hus- 
band, ANC President Nelson Mandela, was pressured into 
resigning as head of the Welfare Department, and a series of 
allegations involving her in criminal and financial irregular- 
ities which have severely embarrased the organisation. 


Sunday's meeting at F ssenby House—the PWV Region's 
headquarters——-“as im part a sequel to last Thursday's 
demonstration where about 40 women demanded Mrs 
Mandela's resinstatement as welfare head. 


Mrs Mandela in reaction on Sunday night launched an 
attack against two national newspapers which carned 
allegations of financial mismanagement in the depart- 
ment: “Contradictory allegations have been made 
against me and the Department of Social Welfare in the 
SUNDAY TIMES and the CITY PRESS, concerning the 
finances of the department,’ she said. “Both of the 
allegations that ANC money was used for the overseas 
trip last year (of her and sacked welfare deputy Dali 
Mpofu) and the misleading statements in the SUNDAY 
TIMES are false. | have asked my lawyers to consider 
what steps should be taken against them. 


“It would appear that a renewed campaign of vilification 
is being waged once more against me. It would seem that 
my resignation as head of the Department of Social 
Welfare was not enough for my detractors. | have been 
accused of having recruited people to campaign for my 
return to the department. | did not ask anybody to 
demonstrate (on Thurs) nor did I ask anyone for my 
reinstatement. This must be seen as yet another attempt 
to split the ANC,” Mrs Mandela said. 


The ANC source confirmed that Mrs Mandela had 
strongly denied orchestrating last Thursday's demonstra- 
tion, but added there was a strong feeling within the 
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ANC that she had in fact done so. “This is unaccept- 
able... She has now gone too far and even her long time 
supporters are having doubts now,” the source said. 


Mrs Mandela, who attended an REC meeting before the 
inter branch gathering on Sunday, did not attend the 
main session as she was reportedly consulting lawyers. 
An estimated 25-30 of the PWV region’s 66 branches 
were represented at the meeting, which was described as 
heated, with long discussions. 


The central decision to suspend the REC was taken 
without a formal vote, but in an assessment of the 
general sentiment, the source added. The meeting had 
also distanced itself from last Thursday's demonstration 
but felt it impractical to discipline individual members. 


Mrs Mandela is still an elected member of the ANC’s 
National Executive Committee. 


NEC Endorses ‘Ousting’ 


MB2605081192 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 0500 GMT 26 May 92 


[Text] The National Executive Committee [NEC] of the 
ANC’s [African National Congress] Women's League 
has endorsed the ousting of Mrs. Winnie Mandela from 
her power base within the league. 


éfter a meeting last night, the NEC issued a statement 
supporting a decision reached at the weekend to suspend 
the regional executive committee. This development 
effectively removed Mrs. Mandela from her post as 
chairwoman. Since her recent separation from her hus- 
band, ANC President Nelson Mandela, Mrs. Mandela 
has also been pushed into resigning as head of the ANC 
Welfare Department amidst allegations of financial 
irregularities. She remains an elected member of the 
ANC’s National Executive Committee. 


Minister Favors Higher Growth Over Lower Taxes 


MB2505 135092 Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
21 May 92 p 10 


[Unattributed report: “Growth More Important Than 
Lower Tax"’] 


[Text] To the new minister of finance, Mr. Derek Keys, 
economic growth 1s more important than a lower tax rate 


Mr. Keys announced during an interpellation yesterday 
that decisions relating to the tax rate will only be taken 
up by the Cabinet in February next year in preparation 
for the next budget. 


He was responding to a question from Conservative Party's 
Dr. Wille Botha, MP for Rustenburg, if he envisages any 
steps to lower the direct tax payer's tax commitment 


One of the alternatives that he offers will be based on 
lower rates, Mr. Keys said. It goes without saying that he 
will recommend to the Cabinet the proposal which will 
do most to stimulate growth. It will not necessarily be the 
one with a lower tax rate 
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Mr. Keys referred to the recent non-official article from 
the International Monetary Fund on an economic policy 
for a new South Afnca. 


The minimum provided for in the medium-term sce- 
nario is a regular growth rate of 3.5 percent per annum. 


The ability to reduce tax rates in a 3.5 percent growth 
scenario will depend on favorable developments in the 
provision of overseas capital, savings within the private 
sector, and the reduction of state expenditure. 


He has already studied all these three factors and will do 
whatever is possible to influence them positively. 


Several countries, including Belgium, Canada, Den- 
mark, Finland, Germany, Ireland and Sweden, have tax 
rates higher than South Africa’s. 


25 May Press Review on Current Events, Issues 
MB2505 124492 


(Editorial Report] 


SUNDAY TIMES 


None of Mayor Parties Trustworthy—*“The great opportu- 
nity for reconciliation created by President De Klerk on 
February 2, 1990, has now been dissipated by the politi- 
cians, and the underlying stability is threatened by three 
terrible engines of destruction: the National Party and its 
voracious bureaucracy, the ANC and its criminalised out- 
riders, and the Inkatha Freedom Party and its impis. 
Between them, and their competing lusts for power, they 
grind the lives of ordinary people to bits,” says Johannes- 
burg SUNDAY TIMES in English on 24 May in its page 22 
“Opinion”. The failure of Codesa II has demonstrated that 
any thought that there 1s a “basis of trust is a chimera. 
None of the major parties 1s trustworthy, they manoeuvre 
for advantage like fighting scorpions, and this fact must be 
built into the constitution of a new South Afnca™. “The 
only constitution that will serve South Afnca—as distinct 
from a constitution that will serve the political parties 
vying for power—is one that sets out, from the start, to 
weaken government, to contain the bureaucracies and 
make them transparent, and to limit the scope and powers 
of the political parties.” “The peacemakers at Codesa. 
prominent among them being the Democratic Party, might 
serve us better if, instead of trying to facilitate the making 
of deals between power-brokers, they took the lead in a 
campaign to expand the rights of the individual citizen 
After all, Codesa must do more than simply transfer the 
instruments of oppression from one political party to 
another 


THE STAR 


On Merger of SADF,. Umkhonto we Sizwe—In a brief 
page |4 editonal on 25 May. Johannesburg THE STAR 
in English writes: “Hand out medals all round .. the 
SADF and U mkhonto we Sizwe appear to have realised. 
finally. that they're going to have to find a way of living 
with each other. Towards the end of his bref tenure as 
Defer ster. Roelt Mever has been able to make a 
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sensible announcement on the SADF’s future. He reveals 
that the generals have been talking to the ANC about the 
eventual creation of an integrated force: obviously the 
only long-term solution. Let’s hope the soldiers are 
quicker negotiators than their political bosses.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Right Ploughshares at the Right Price—Dhiscussing the 
privatization of the defense industries, following changes 
the military situation in the region and world and the 
drop in demand for military hardware, Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 25 May notes in its page 10 
editorial: “As military markets shrink, the first adjustments 
have been made with the reduction of the once- mighty 
Armscor [Armaments Corporation of South Afnca] to an 
armaments procurement agency for the military and the 
police. Armscor’s industrial and commercial! subsidiaries 
have been taken over by a new state-owner group called 
Denel—a commercialised, tax-paying organisation which 
will continue to produce some military equipment but hopes 
to get most of its income from civilian markets.” That the 
new corporation hopes to turn a profit “will not stop 
taxpayers money going into this new industria! giant... but 1 
will lessen the drain on public funds.” “Armscor’s legacy 1s 
of aerospace technology, heavy and light engineering. spe- 
cialty chemical and explosives manufacture, electro- ptical 
systems and computer software design. All of these must be 
turned around to compete profitably in civilian markets, 
often against other former armaments concerns trying to do 
the same thing.” “Success now depends on making the right 
ploughshares, for the right people at the mght price.” 


SOWETAN 


Government, ANC Deadlock Must Be Broken—Griven the 
government's demands concerning the drawing up of a new 
constitution, Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 25 
May states in its page | 2 editorial, “President F.W. de Kierk 
should now realise that his claims that apartheid 1s dead are 
shallow if he still insists on minorities and regionalism” 
“Also, he cannot talk of democracy and still refuse the 
majority party the nght to form the Government. In fact. all 
this anti-mayortanianism talk, which Chester Crocker sup- 
ported last week, 1s sheer hypocnsy. While in the rest of the 
world the majorty party forms the next Government, it 
must be different in this country. Is it again that old racism 
of ‘do as we say, and not as we do””” 


26 May Press Review 
MB2605 130992 


[Ed:tonal Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


No International Support for ANC—“Before i goes 
ahead with mass protests. including a general strike, 
Stayaways and boycotts, arming to force the government 
to accede to its demands, the Afncan National Congress 
[ANC] would do well to ponder the situation in which it 
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nov’ finds itself.” warns the page 6 editomal in Johan- 
nesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 25 May. “Interna- 
tionally, it no longer has the support of former backers.” 
“The ANC has not only lost financial support, but also 
weapons and bombs, the Communist collapse has also 
ended the training of ANC cadres by East bloc coun- 
tnes.” Therefore, the ANC must “stop throwing its 
weight around,” because the world wants the solution to 
be decided by South Afncans themselves “without any 
further upheavals and bloodshed.” 


THE STAR 


Companson of Country With Nazi Germany ‘Patents 
False’-—*“Nelson Mandela has once again compared 
President De Klerk’s South Afnca to Nazi Germany.” 
notes Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 26 May in 
a page 24 editomnal. “The analogy, first prompted by the 
conviction of Captain Bnan Mitchell for the Trust Feed 
Massacre, 1s patently false. If Nazism held sway in South 
Afnca, Mr Mandela would not have been freed uncon- 
ditionally, nor would Mitchell have been brought to tna! 
and sentenced to death.” THE STAR believes Mandela's 
“emotional outburst” 1s calculated to “aggravate rather 
than solve the problem. More than that: it exonerates 
black leaders from responsibility. They have to shoulder 
their share of blame. Inability or unwillingness to con- 
strain followers, or to curb incendiary rhetornc, con- 
tnbute to violence as much as public apathy or mur- 
derous zealotry by individuals in the security forces. Mr 
Mandela's reported dismissal of his obligation under the 
National Peace Accord not to make inflammatory state- 
ments 1s deeply worrying. ‘I cannot respect any formal- 
ities at the expense of allowing the killing of innocent 
people.” he reportedly said. There cannot be one rule for 
him and another for his political mvals. All signatories to 
the accord are solemnly bound to honour 11.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Leaders Must Make Public Dedication to Peace—For the 
national peace committee to save its credibility “it will have 
to start achieving results,” states Johannesburg BUSINESS 
DAY in English on 26 May in a page 8 editorial. Although 
criminal elements have turned the situation to their advan- 
tage. “the mayor violence 1s between political mvais, notably 
Inkatha and the ANC, and there has been evidence enough 
that the securnty forces have not only failed in their task to 
keep order but have sometimes been responsible for the 
violence.” The meeting scheduled for 26 May to discuss the 
threat of the ANC and its allies to withdraw from the 
accord, “would do well to urge the immediate personal 
involvement of President De Klerk, Nelson Mandela and 
Mangosuthu Buthelez:. In an atmosphere so charged with 
acrimony and distrust, the only thing likely to make an 
impression 1s an unambiguous and public dedication to 
peace by these three leaders.” 
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Angola 


Commissions Meet To Discess UNITA Deployment 
MB2605053592 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 25 May 92 


[Text] The Joint Verification and Control Commission 
[CMVF] and the Commission for the Training of 
Angolan Armed Forces [CFFA] met in Luanda today. 
The objective of the meeting was to exchange views on 
the verification and monitoring of the alleged 20,000 
troops belonging to the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA] deployed som where 
in southern Angola, as well as to discuss issues connected 
with the training of the future army. 


Regarding the 20,0000 UNITA men, the CMVF was 
expected to visit Jamba tomorrow to learn the whole 
truth about their existence. It has been learned. however. 
that the meeting was postponed following the meeting 
between the CMVF and the CFFA today. 


The CMVF has not yet issued any statement on alleged 
movement of UNITA troops in Caluquembe District. 
Huila Province, where, according to sources, a UNITA 
arms cache was found. 


MPLA Statement Marks Anniversary of 1977 Coup 


MB2705090092 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 27 May 92 


[Text] The 1Sth anniversary of the Angolan coup 
attempt 1s marked today. On the occasion, the Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola [MPLA] Polit- 
ical Bureau issued a declaration stating that several 
youths died after being led astray by the instigators of the 
27 May coup plot. 


The declaration underlines that we are already living in 
a democratic society where there is no room for hatred or 
revenge. The MPLA Political Bureau criticizes certain 
political parties, which, hoping to score points at the 
upcoming elections, seek to evoke the 27 May 1977 
events in an attempt to divide Angolans. — 


UNITA Communique Explains Savimbi'’s Whereabouts 
MB2605083492 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 

of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 0S00 GMT 26 May 92 


{Communique issued by the Command of the Central 
Front of the Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola 
in Huambo on 25 May 1992] 


[Text] Angola is experiencing the most delicate phase of 
its struggle for democracy. The Popular Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola-Labor Party [MPLA-PT] 
remains a Marxist-Leninist group in that it continues to 
manipulate the news media, and to seek to indoctrinate 
the public. As in 1975, the MPLA-PT is still a false 
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group. Even if it decides to drop the PT designation, the 
fact remains that the MPLA has been forced to accept 
democracy in view of the war waged by the National 
Umwon for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] 
under the leadership of General Savimbi 


Dr. Savimbi. our supreme commander, has been 
Huambo for 10 days. In the past, he spent seven days in 
Benguela and Lobito, two days in Menongue, and five 
days in Bie. Dr. Savimb: has not moved to the city of 
Huambo permanently. Here in Huambo, he owns a 
house he bought in 1975. but i was confiscated by the 
MPLA-PT in 1976. The house was returned to our party 
in December 199! once Futungo [de Belas—presidentual 
palace] issued al] the documentation. 


The residents of Huambo. who are being restrained by 
the Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angoia 3 com- 
mand. and the provincial committee, will not put up 
with further affronts and disrespect in the land of our 
forefathers to which we have returned because we have 
won the war. The people want to raise up and crush 
Futungo’s dictatorship. the radio, and the People’s Tele- 
vision of Angola should they continue to engage in 
provocations. We have not fought and won the war in 
order to be insulted. We are ready and vigilant. 


In September: Elections. New Trousers, and Change of 
Regime. 


[Issued] Huambo, 25 May 1992 year of free elections and 
change of power 


[Signed] The Command of the Central Front 


UNITA Vice President Discusses Peace Process 
MB260S082692 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 

of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 0500 GMT 26 May 92 


[Text] Jeremias Chitunda, vice president of the National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA], 
has said that the vear-old peace process has been decisive 
for the survival and reconstruction of Angola as a united, 
peaceful. and dignified nation. He said that the price 
paid for the proclamation of a cease-fire includes the 
guarantee of peace and free and internationally super- 
vised elections in September 1992. 


In an article published in the CORREIO DA SEMANA 
weekly before the first anniversary of the signing of the 
Angolan peace accords in Portugal, the UNITA vice 
president praised the Angolan people for upholding 
peace. He wrote: One year after the signing of the 
cease-fire, the accords are still in place. troops have been 
confixed to assembly points and many others have been 
demobilized: the formation of the Angolan Armed 
Forces 1s under way, the extension of state admuinistra- 
tion has been almost completed: the National Electoral 
Council has been sworn in. the registration of voters has 
begun, and elections will be held in four months. 


The UNITA vice president. who was speaking to 
UNITA’s news agency correspondent in Luanda, said he 
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was confident of the Angolan people's resolve to see the 
success of peace and democracy in Angola He noted 
however, thal there were some probiems afflicting the 
implementation of the peace accords. namely violence 
and intimidation 


He accused the Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola-Labor Party of abusing the use of the media to 
serve the government's propaganda 


Chitunda, who reiterated U NITA’s total commitment to 
the peace process, said that the country lacks a code of 
conduct for political parties in order to curb the latter's 
abuses during the election campaign. He said that in 
view of its ability to supervise the implementation of the 
peace accords, the Joint Political and Military Commis- 
sion might be able to overcome those problems 


Lesotho 


Ramaema Addresses Gathering on New Elections 
MB2205202992 Maseru Radio Lesotho in Enelish 
1600 GMT 22 May 92 


[Text] The chairman of the two ruling counc:'s in 
Lesotho, His Excellency Major General Phisoana 
Ramaema, says politicians should make their code of 
conduct known so that the public can knw it 


He said this would enable the public to freely elect 
parties of their own choice ensuring the nation that the 
general elections will take place this year. Mayor General 
Ramaema urged politicians not to intimidate the elec- 
torate but let them elect their government without fear 
The chairman of the two ruling councils was speaking at 
Mafeteng town where he addressed a public gathernny 
today. 


Speaking at the same occasion the military councilor 
responsible for the Ministry of Intenor. His Excellency 
Colonel Molefi Khuele [title as heard], appealed to the 
Mafeteng community to stop unnecessary killings which 
are very common in the Mafeteng District. He said the 
military government 1s prepared to return the country to 
civilian rule this year but that there are some people who 
are trying to [word indistinct] elections by demanding 
that the former King Morena Bereng Seciso should 
return to Lesotho as king. Colonel Khuele said it has 
never happened that one country can have two monarchs 
so right now Lesotho 's under His Majesty King Letsie 
Ill, alone. 


Major General Ramaema will hoid another public gath- 
ering in Mohale’s Hoek town tomorrow. 


Curfew imposed; All Parties Granted Media Access 


MB2705 143392 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1308 GMT 27 May 92 


[Text] Maseru May 27 SAPA—A curfew has been intro- 
duced in Lesotho with eect from Wednesday evening. 
SABC [South Afncan Broadcasting Corporation] radio 
news reports. A Radio Lesotho broadcast said Lesotho 
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C ommussioner of Police Major-General Thabiso Phinda 
announced the curtew which will stan at SPM and end at 
4PM dais He cited public safety as a reason for the 
introduction of the curtew 


Another announcement. bs Broadcasting and Inforrma- 
tion Minister ( hiet Patnck Molapo. was that all regis- 
tered political parties in the mountain kingdom woulJ 
now have access to the national! electromc media. He 
assured them interviews would be conducted and their 
most important rallies would receive coverage 


Nlozambique 


Envoy Says New Talks Io Discuss Military Issues 
VUBOCUSOCIO92 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese OS00 GMT 27 Mav 92 


{Text} Italian Ambassador to Maputo Manfredo di Cam- 
erana yesterday contirmed to Radio Mozambique that 
military issues will be the main topic on the agenda at the 
next round of Mozambican peace talks scheduled to begin 
early next week Mantredo di C amerana added that guar- 
antees of a political nature will also be on the agenda. The 
Ktahian diplomat told Radio Mozambique that several 
working commissions are to be established in order to deal 
with military issues. while another commission will discuss 
the question of political guarantees 


The source added that both delegations will this ume 
include military experts. He noted that military experts. 
notably irom Portugal. United Kingdom, United States. 
and France. could also attend the next round of talks 


Mantredo di (amerana told Radio Mozambique that the 
Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo] delegation 
1s scheduled to arrive in Rome at the weekend to attend 
the neat round of Mozambican peace talks 


Meanwhile. the Italian ambassador to Maputo revealed 
that Renamo leader Afonso Dhlakama had promised to 
draft. by March 1992. a document listing all articles of 
the Constitution which could be applied in a manner 
contrary to the spirit of the Rome negotiations. 
Dhiakama had not vet handed over the document to the 
mediators ‘sy 23 Apmil. however 


Asked what would happen in the transitional period 
should the Constitution not be charged, di Camerana 
said that Renamo leader's claims that President Chis- 
sano could declare a state of siege and restrict demo- 
cratic freedoms were unfounded. He underlined that 
Chissano could not do that because the Constitution 
States that there should be a law regulating those issues 
There is. however. no such law vet because it still needs 
to be approved hy the Assembly of the Republic 


The Itahan diplomat was speaking to MEDIA FAX, the 
news service of a Mozambique journalists cooperative, 
whose first issue was put on sale on 25 May 


22 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Talks Between Frelime, South Africa's PAC Open 
MB2605190192 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 26 May 92 


[Text] Talks between the Mozambique Liberation Front 
[Frelumo] and South Afnmca’s Pan-Afmcanist Congress 
[PAC] began in Maputo today. The teams are led by 
Frelumo Secretary General Feliciano Gundana and PAC 
President Clarence Makwete. The PAC team began a 
three-day visit to Moz.mbique today and 1s scheduled to 
meet Frelimo officials, as well as to tour Maputo Prov- 
ince and Maputo Harbor. 


Radio Denies Kenya, Malawi Training Renamo Troops 
MB2405111992 (Clandestine) Voz da Renamo 
in Portuguese OS00 GMT 24 May 92 


[Text] The Mozambique Liberation Front [Frelimo] 
regime has been intensifying its propaganda campaign 
against the Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo]. 
Chissano is accusing the Kenyan Government of training 
Renamo forces. On various occasions, he has also accused 
th< Malawian Government of training Renamo fighters. 
going so far as to say that Malawians are training Renamo 
parachutists. Renamo cannot understand why Chissano 
chooses to embark on baseless accusations rather than talk 
about democracy in Mozambique. We know that Chissano 
is afraid of [words indistinct}. He thrives on lies and deceit. 
The truth is, however, that he will end up paying a high 
price for these lies, because people who thrive on lies are 
discredited everywhere and always when caught. Thi: is 
what 1s now happening with Chissano and his reginve. 
Kenya and Malawi have never trained Renamo soliiers. 
Renamo already possesses well-trained soldiers who have 
already defeated the Chissano regime and its allics in 
Mozambique. 


Renamo Claims Chissano Hindering Aid Distribution 


MB2405 133692 (Clandestine) Voz da Renamc 
in Portuguese 0SOO GMT 24 May 92 


[Tet] Abilo Ferrao, spokesman for the Mozambique 
National Resistance [Renamo] president, last Friday [22 
May] bnefed Renamo’s political cadres on the interna- 
tional assistance to the Mozambican people. 


According to Ferrao, the Renamo president has already 
issued a communique, requesting the international com- 
munity and the EC countnes to provide aid in form of 
food, and clothes to the Mozambican people. [Words 
indistinct] about the supply of medicines, requesting 
these countries establish mechanisms to supervise the 
distribution, as well as organize civilians who will take 
food to the needy, thus preventing military vehicles 
belonging to Frelimo and other forces, such as Zim- 
babwe, from operating on the roads as part of their 
military operations. 


FBIS-AFR-92-102 
27 May 1992 


Therefore. Renamo has proposed that the food for the 
needy should be distmbuted by the international com- 
munity and not Frelimo. If the food 1s distributed by 
Frelimo, as has been the case so far, they will continue to 
steal 1t and use it for its political and military purposes. 


Renamo would also like to see the international commu- 
nity esiabash an international commission to be in 
charge of distributing and monitoring all work aimed at 
assisting the Mozambican people. 


Renamo would like to see people receive food aid 
promptly. avoiding repetition of the mistakes made with 
the so-called Beira and Limpopo Corndors. Zimbabwean 
soldiers were expected to be confined to these corndors 
and stop fighting Renamo. It is noted, however, that they 
continue to fight Renamo outside the two corndors. To 
make things worse, they wear Frelimo military uniform to 
disguise themselves as Mozambican troops. They dr this 
despite the ex:stence of a Joint Vernfication Commission 
in Maputo. This commission is hardly doing any work. Its 
main task is to prevent Renamo from attacking the Beira 
and Limpopo Corndors, while allowing Zimbabweans to 
continue to attack us. 


That 1s why Renamo is calling for the establishment of a 
strong international commission to establish 
mechamuisms to distribute and monitor all supply oper- 
ations to the people to prevent Frelimo from playing 
games, as has been the case along the Beira and Limpopo 
Corridors. 


The president's spokesman also said Frelimo ts stealing 
many products donated to Mozambican civilians by the 
international community. Many international organiza- 
tions have already complained about these thefts. The 
international community has sc far failed however to 
adopt strong measures against Frelimo. 


President Chissano 1s personally preventing humani- 
tarian organizations from airlifting food to the needy in 
Renamo areas. No one knows exactly why Chissano 1s 
preventing humanitarian organizations from aiurlifting 
food to Renamo-contrcelled areas. Chissano insists that 
civilians in Renamo-controlled areas should be supplied 
by road, while in Frelimo-controlled areas they are 
supplied by air. 


Renamo is aware of Chissano’s strategy. He wants to 
punish civilians living under Renamo control. This is 
wiiat he has always done. He 1s not concerned with the 
welfare of civilians living in areas under Renamo admin- 
istration. Chissano wants all civilians living in Renamo 
areas to die because they belong to Renamo. 


Chissano has been insisting that Renamo should reopen 
roads, under the pretext of enabling civilian vehicles to 
transport food supplies to people living with Renamo. 
Renamo knows, however, that Frelimo’s intention is to 
allow the passage of its military columns, armored cars, 
and tanks, to towns controlled by Renamo to reoccupy 
them as has been the case in Gaza Province where 
military columns, including tanks [words indistinct] 
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armored cars are launching offensives against our areas 
to reoccupy Nalazi, Dindiza, Gubo, Chigugo, and other 
areas. 


Frelimo wants to reoccupy all these regions under 
Renamo contro! to fulfill its military and political 
designs. Thus, Chissano is deceiving the international 
community when he speaks of peace cornodors. 


The Renamo forces in Gaza Province are ready for 
military clashes with the Frelimo forces and their allies 
in defense of our positions in that province. [Words 
indistinct] Frelimo’s military offensives will lead to the 
death of more civilians because clashes between Renamo 
and Frelimo will continue to deprive the people of any 
assistance for their survival 


Therefore, Renamo would like to alert the national and 
international communities mght away that it will not be 
responsible for the death of people in Gaza and other 
provinces. President Chissano will be solely to blame 
because he is the one mounting a military offensive 
aimed at preventing international organizations from 
distnbuting food to “iozambican civilians, while at the 
same time, taking advantage of the drought to regain all 
regions controlled by Renamo before the signing of a 
politica! agreement. 


Zambia 


Chiluba Urges African States To Embrace Democracy 


MB2505 184492 Lusaka Zambia National Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1800 GMT 25 May 92 


[Text] President Frederick Chiluba has called on Afncan 
States today to embrace democracy, saying it 1s the only 
hope of reviving economic growth on the continent. Mr. 
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Chiluba. in a speech to mark the 29th anniversary of the 
Organization of Afmcan Unity, OAU, said the years of 
economic mismanagement and one-party dictatorship 
had (robbed) Africa of the [word indistinct] cf 
exploiting its secial and economic potential. He said 
Africa witnessed gross violations of human nghts. eco- 
nomic difficulties [word indistinct] more severe and 
endemic, adding that the poor economic policies dned 
up the continent's resources and drove away foreign 
investors. He said the restoration of individual and 
human rights. as well as new economic policies to 
enhance development should be on the democratic 
agenda of Afnca 


EC Announces Food Donated for Drought Relief 
MB2705132692 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 
0914 GMT 27 May 92 


[Text] Lusaka May 27 SAPA—The European Commu- 
nity (EC) has donated food worth about R{rand]1.3 
bilhon to Zambia to help the government's drought- 
relief programme. 


A statement released on Wednesday by an EC delegation 
in Zambia said 105.000 tons of cereals had been donated 
to Zambia. 


Of this. 15,000 tons would be distnbuted freely to 
worst-hit communities and 90.000 tons would by sold 
directly to consumers by the Zambian Government. 


The EC had also donated 4.775 tons of vegetable oul, 
beans and milk powder 


The first consignme::t of food will arrive at the Indian 
Ocean port of Dar-es-Salaam by mid-July 


Zambia will also be receiving 2,000 tons of wheat from 
the French Government 
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Benin 


Soglo Comments on Return From Mideast Visits 


AB2205172092 Cotonou Office de Radiodiffusion- 
Television du Benin Radio in French 1930 GMT 
20 May 92 


[Excerpts] After a four-day visit to the United Arab 
Emirates and Kuwait, President Nicephore Soglo 
returned to Cotonou on 20 May. In the Cotonou Inter- 
national Airport VIP lounge, he told newsmen that 
bilateral relations between Benin and the countries vis- 
ited had entered a new phase following his visit. 


On the recent social tension in our country, President 
Soglo said that he trusted the maturity of the Beninese 
people who will be able to mde out this period of 
turbulence. 


[Begin recording] [Soglo] I see that this 1s the first time a 
Beninese head of state visited those countries. We went 
there first to tell them what we ("expect of them) and 
then [words indistinct] last year. | must say that we were 
accorded an exceptional reception in Abu Dhabi and 
Kuwait. I think that the goals we set at the outset were 
largely reached because first of all we noticed, con- 
cerning the Arab Emirates, that it was the first time they 
were discovering Benin. 


We spoke of what we are doing and the path we have 
taken. I think we established strong ties of frnendship, 
and I want io stress this because it was exceptional. 
[passage omitted] 


{Unidentified reporter] Mr. President, in the recent past, 
the intervention of these countries here in Benin was not 
that perceptible. Do you think that after your visit they 
will really be willing to come over to our country? 


{Soglo] i must say that as for the United Arab Emirates, 
they have no specific projects as such. Certainly, they 
belong to all international organizations; all the organi- 
zations you know, including of course, the Islamic 
Development Bank. But what is important, as far as the 
Arab Emirates is concerned, is that we will have for the 
first time established tirect bilateral relations. They 
agreed to the proposed political instrument; that 1s, to 
have a regular meeting where we can discuss various 
issues and set up the framework of cooperation. 


As for Kuwait, you already know that Kuwait has many 
projects being implemented in our country, notably the 
Parakou-Djougou- Natitingou road. So, their interven- 
tion here is not a new. We should not forget the other 
cooperation outfits. This time, they are also determined 
to be involved in at least two major projects that are of 
interest to us: the giant hydroelectric dam with Togo at 
Adjarala and the construction of roads such as the 
Djougou-Savalou. They also will help with education, a 
priority sector. 
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[Reporter] Mr. President, it has been noted in recent 
weeks in Benin that social tension has been mounting 
everyday. What do you plan to do to overcome this 
crisis? 

[Soglo] I must say that I have, unfortunately, not been 
following the domestic situation. But what we can say is 
that all that we are doing is precisely to give a material 
foundation to democracy. I believe all these tensions are 
social problems. We have come out with a coherent 
program, and since last year we nave been discussing it 
with labor leaders. We set out a specific timetable for the 
readjustment of basic salaries, for the payment of 1988 
salary arrears, and for the (?five) percent of the private 
sector. I think this is a question of [words indistinct]. I 
have not been informed that the budget cannot (?take 
care of these), and so we are to honor all these commit- 
ments. But, as I have already said, the :econstruction of 
a country that we have just saved from sinking, cannot 
be done in one day. And I know that [words indistinct]. 
[end recording] 


Burkina Faso 


President's Party Wins Majority of Assembly Seats 
AB2605 184092 Paris AFP in French 
1503 GMT 26 May 92 


[Text] Ouagadougou, 26 May (AFP)}—The Organization 
for Popular Democracy-Labor Movement [ODP-MT], 
President Blaise Compaore’s party, will have a majority 
of National Assembly seats, it was announced today by 
the National Organization Commission for the legisla- 
tive elections. The commission published the final 
results recorded in 22 out of the 30 provinces of the 
country, representing 78 of 107 seats of the National 
Assembly. 


These results give 58 seats to the ODP-MT, which is an 
absolute majority at the future National Assembly. 


The 20 other seats are shared by the opposition parties: 


—National Convention of Progressive Patriots-Social 
Democratic 


Party: seven seats 

—African Democratic Rally: four 

—Alliance for Democracy and Federation: three 
—African Independent Party: two 

—Movement for Social Democracy: one 
—Burkinabe Socialist Party: one 

—Rally of Social Democrats: one 

—Union of Independent Social Democrats: one 


The final results should be known by tomorrow. After 
confirmation by the Supreme Court the results will be 
considered official. [Paris AFP in English at 1518 GMT 
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on 26 May reports the following: “The party of Burkina 
Faso’s president Blaise Compaore was set to win a large 
majority, Overturning all political predictions, as 
counting continued on Tuesday [26 May] of the votes in 
Sunday’s general elections ending 12 years of military 
rule. 


[“There had been nothing to indicate such a decisive 
victory during the election campaign, with political 
pundits all predicting that none of the four main move- 
ments could get an absolute majority on its own. 


[“The independent paper OBSERVATEUR PAALGA 
said it was ‘taken aback’ by the strong showing of 
Captain Compaore’s party, and the general surprise 
expressed in political quarters was shared even by his 
followers. 


[“Confirmation of the breakthrough for Compaore’s 
Organization would boost his legitimacy, which was 
badly dented in a presidential poll in December. He was 
the sole candidate, but an opposition call for a boycott 
produced an abstention rate by voters of almost 75 
percent. 


“Opposition parties seem to have paid the price of their 
own internal squabbling and uncertain strategy which 
boycotted the presidential race but took part in the 
legislative poll. 


[“The loser have already made allegations about ‘mas- 
sive fraud,” but foreign observers from Africa and else- 
where have all said voting was carried out in a regular 
and satisfactory manner.”] 


Niger’s Salifou Comments After Meeting President 


A.??405211892 Ouagadougou Radiodiffusion Nationale 
du Burkina Radio in French 1900 GMT 23 May 92 


[Text] Mr. Andre Salifou, the chairman of the High 
Council of the Republic [HCR] of Niger, is among those 
invited to observe the 24 May elections. He was received 
in audience by the head of state, and this is what he told 
our reporter after the audience: 


[Begin recording] [Salifou] The Burkinabe head of state 
has honored me by inviting me to visit your beautiful 
country. I think this is not just by chance because we had 
a national conference, which ended six or seven months 
ago. That conference set up the HCR, which is charged 
with implementing the democratic process; you are 
about to begin your democratic process. 


It is very important for me to take this opportunity, 
especially during the upcoming legislative elections, to 
be present in Ouagadougou, and your head of state has 
(?made it easy for me to be here). 


[Unidentified reporter] Niger is confronted with prob- 
lems from the Tuaregs. An agreement has just been 
signed in Algiers. How do assess this agreement? 


‘Salifou] Well, an agreement has just been signed in 
Algiers. It was decided to give priority to dialogue, in 
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concrete terms. And this, incidentally, has been the 
position of all the transitional authorities in my country. 
It is up to us now to sit down, at the appropriate time, at 
one table to study this document in detail and know 
exactly what appropnite response is to be given to those 
issues raised therein, so that the children of this country, 
whatever their region, can live in peace, and in so doing, 
enable the democratic process to go on smoothly. It is 
out of the question to envisage elections in a country 
where peace does not prevail. 


Having said this, I want to make it quite clear— 
considering a certain number of precedents, or at least 
one—that the Tuareg problem in Niger is not the same as 
itis in Mali. This should be made clear; we have already 
made this clear to our Malian and Algerian fnends who 
were in Niamey last week. We think we are at the point, 
given national goodwill and the help of our friends,-all of 
whom would like to help us solve this problem, where we 
can rapidly settle it to everyone's satisfaction. [end 
recording] 


Ghana 


‘Ethnic Conflict’ Reportedly Breaks Out in North 


AB2405183092 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 1800 GMT 24 May 92 


[Text] Several villages along the Salaga-Bimbila road in 
the northern region have been destroyed by fire. The 
cause is not immediately known, but unconfirmed 
reports say the incident was a result of an ethnic conflict 
which erupted among the inhabitants. The chairman of 
the PNDC [Provisional National Defense Council], 
Flight Lieutenant Rawlings, today undertook an aerial 
survey of the affected area to assess the situation. A 
contingent from the [word indistinct] battalion of 
infantry of the Ghana Army is now 1n the area to assist 
the police to maintain order and also protect life and 
property. Inhabitants of the affected villages are reported 
to be fleeing with their livestock to either Salaga or 
Bimbila. It is feared that some people must have died at 
the time when the inhabitants, who were mainly farmers 
have sia’ ed planting their crops. Correspondents say if 
the situsison is not brought under control, the socioeco- 
nomic infrastructure of the area would crumble. 


Further Report 


AB2405192292 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 24 May 92 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] It seers fighting has flared up again in northern 
Ghana between members of the Gonja and Nawuri 
ethnic groups. The two have been at loggerheads for 
decades and tension flared into violence a year ago when 
some 700 Gonjas fled following clashes that caused 
extensive loss of lives and property. A government 
inquiry into the dispute reported in January but no 
action has been taken. As Jon> Baxter reports in this 
telex from Tamale, the latest trouble seems to have 
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Started when trustrated by the lack of progress, the 
parties decided to take measures into their own hands. 


[Begin unidentified speaker recording] Tamale is in a 
state of shock. Refugees from East Gonja district have 
been pouring into the town, fleeing the fighting which 
broke out on Friday {22 May} morning in Kpandai. 
Today, at midday, the official death toll in East Gonja 
district stood at 63. But GHANA NEWS AGENCY 
reports say the number of dead could be as high as 80. 
The latest fighting is reportedly between the Gonjas and 
a combined torce of three minority groups: the Nawuris, 
the Konkombas, and the (Tuhuros). According to the 
PNDC [Provisional Nationa! Defense Council] northern 
regional! secretary. Licutcnant Colonel Abdula: Ibrahim, 
villages near the district capital, Salaga, have been 
burned to the ground A mobile police force from Accra, 
a police contingent from northern Ghana, and the mili- 
tary have alli been sent to Kpandai where a dusk-to-dawn 
curfew has been imposed 


The regional secretary said the latest conflict started 
when Gonja retugees from last vear’s fighting, who had 
been living in and around Salaga up to now, tned to 
return to their homes in Kpanda:. He added that the 
Gonja paramount chiet had recently expressed some 
anxiety about the outcome of the committee report and 
had been assured that the government was studying 1t. 
The Gonjas want to return to Kpandai because the 
farming season has begun. The refugees in Tamale, 
whose numbers are no! yet Known, are currently staying 
at fuel stations and lorry parks. But the regional secretary 
told me emergency accommodation 1s being prepared for 


them at a regional training center. fend recording] 


IMF Funding No Longer Needed for Reform Program 
AB2208215592 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in Enelish 1800 GMT 20 May 92 
[Text] The International Monetary Fund says Ghana no 
longer requires financing from the Fund for her 1992-94 
updated macroeconomic and structural retorm program. 
The GHANA NEWS AGENCY quoted a statement 


from the external relations denartment of the Fund in 
Accra as saying that the decision was reached after a 
review of the objectives of the program outlined in a 


policy framework paper last March The government will 
however continue its policy of dialogue with the IMF by 
asking aid to monitor progress under the country’s 
economic program tor 19y) 


Ghana made its third and fina! draw on the Fund under 
the enhanced struct adjustment tacility last March 
Accord xg to Mr Anmed Abushad:, Afmca and Middle 
East director of the external relations department of the 
Fund. Ghana ha ‘rged trom the most difficult stage 
of its economic recovery program. He noted however 
that the next stage of economic growth will have to be 


commensurate with efforts already put in tf the impact of 


growth 1s to be telt by al 
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Mr. Abushadi, who is on a three-day working visit to 
Ghana, said the financial and productive base in partic- 
ular will need to be supported in full to achieve the 
accelerated economic growth required. Since early in 
1983, Ghana’s economic recovery program has been 
supported by IMF financing totaling about $1.64 billion. 


Ivory Coast 


TV Reports on Houphouet's Activities in France 
AB2405 125092 Abidjan TV-Deux Network in French 
1945 GMT 22 May 92 


[Text] We will open this newscast with news on the 
activities of the head of state. On 20 May, President 
Felix Houphouet-Boigny. who 1s continuing his private 
stay in the French capital, Paris, received his Central 
African counterpart, General Kolingba. He had earlier 
granted an audience to Mr. Pierre Mesmer, a former 
French prime minister and a former governor of the 
Ivory Coast. Yesterday, still at his Paris private resi- 
dence, the head of state received Sidi Mohamed Ould 
Boubaker, the new Mauritanian prime minister, who is 
currently in France. 


Communique Issued on Decisions at Cabinet Meeting 
AB2205 110592 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire 

Chaine Nationale-Une Network in French 1900 GMT 
21 May 92 


{Government communique issued in Abidjan on 20 
May] 


[Excerpt] At the Cabinet meeting yesterday, Prime Min- 
ister Alassane Quattara made a report on the working 
session he held with President Felix Houphouet-Boigny 
in Paris on 14 and 15 May. After reporting to the head of 
state on his meetings in Washington with the president 
of the World Bank and the managing director of the 
IMF, the prime minister presented President 
Houphouet-Boigny with the various draft decrees exam- 
ined by the government during its meetings in Apml and 
May. 


The president of the Republic approved and signed the 
following texts: general measures in the office of the 
minister delegate to the prime minister's office in charge 
of economy, finance, and planning, decree concerning 
the classification, legal backing, and operations of finan- 
cial establishments, decree fixing the social capital of 
financial establishments, decree concerning the ratifica- 
tion of a loan of 50 million units of account, that 1s about 
18.5 billhon CFA francs, granted in line with the struc- 
tural adjustment program for the financial sector, and 
which was signed between the Republic of Ivory Coast 
and the Afmcan Development Bank in Abidjan on 10 
April 


Ministry of Justie.. decree on the establishment of Daloa 
Appeal Cour., its headquarters, its termtonal compe- 
tence, and composition. 
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Ministry of Education: decree on the establishment of a 
public industrial and commercial establishment called 
National Professional Training Agency, on its powers, 
organization, and functioning. 


Ministry of Agriculture: decree abrogating Decree No. 
891241 of 22 November 1989 which determines the 
various qualities of tobacco and fixes its producer price. 
[passage omitted] 


Liberia 


Taylor Calls For Meeting To End Political Crisis 


4B2305110092 Paris AFP in Enelish 1743 GMT 
22 May 92 


{Excerpts} Monrovia, 22 May (AFP)}—Liberian rebel 
leader Charles Taylor, who controls mosi of the country, 
has invited all political parties to a meeting Monday [25 
May! in his Gbarnga headquarters “to resolve the polit- 
ical crisis,” Gbarnga Radio said Fnday {22 May}. 


The radio monitored here said the head of the National 
Patriotic Liberation Front (NPFL) has also invited reli- 
gious and interest groups to attend the meeting. Taylor 
said the meeting is intended to “thrash out issues” ahead 
of this year’s upcoming general elections. [passage 
omitted] 


Leaders of several political parties here Friday said they 
had received no formal invitation from Taylor. They 
said if and when the official invitation comes, they will 
call for a preliminary meeting to work out the modalities 
for the meeting. 


In another development, NPFL defense spokesman Tom 
Woewiyu admitted there was a “problem of housing” for 
West African peacekeeping troops in the force known as 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] in the southeastern 
port city of Harper. In a statement on rebel radio 
Cibarng2, he added that the problem has now been “put 
under control.” [passage omitted] 


Sawyer Sends Message to NPFL Meeting in Gbarnga 


AB2605 124592 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 26 May 92 


[Text] The president of the Interim Government of 
National Unity of Libera, Dr. Amos Sawyer, has pro- 
posed a meeting with Mr. Charles Taylor, leader of the 
National Patnotic Front of Liberia [NPFL], to be held 
this week in Liberia under the auspices of the interest 

‘pups mediation committee. It 1s expected that at the 
proposed meeting, both the Interrm Government of 
Liberia and the National Patnotic Front will reaffirm 
their support for the elections commission and for the 
conduct of free and fair elections under a conducive 
atmosphere. At this week's proposed meeting, it 1s also 
expected that the interim government and the National 
Patnotic Front will organize a single set of national 
institutions for the readjustment and transformation of 
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former combatants, the repatriation and resettlement of 
all displaced Liberians, and the assessment of [the] 
socioeconomic situation in the postwar penod. 


These (’proposals) were contained in a message sent by 
the interim president to the two-day leadership meeting 
being held in Gbharnga, Bong County by the National 
Patnotic Front of Liberia. According to President Saw- 
yer’s message, this meeting with Mr. Taylor will also 
explore ways for unifying the two existing separate 
legislative bodies following the precedent set in the 
establishment of the ad hoc supreme court which gave 
the nation a single judiciary. 


In his message to the Gbarnga leadership meeting, Dr. 
Sawyer expressed the hope that the deliberations will 
make a constructive contribution to the creation of a 
more conducive atmosphere for charting a course of 
action that will enable all Liberians to pursue smoothly 
the path leading to a peaceful, reunified, and democratic 
Liberia. President Sawyer reminded the Gbarnga confer- 
ence that the overriding issue facing Libera today 1s the 
preparations for conditions conducive for the holding of 
free and fair elections. Dr. Sawyer (’described) free and 
fair elections both as the best strategy for the resolution 
of the Liberian conflict and as an important approach to 
instituting democracy in Liberia. 


Meanwhile, the Gbharnga conference itself entered its 
second day today. Yesterday, the NPFL leader, Mr 
Charles Taylor, opening the conference (therefore) 
called on participants to feel free to discuss rssues 
affecting the nation. He called on the participants to 
advance suggestions that would unify the country. The 
conference ends today 


In a related development. Liberians have been urged to 
develop a democratic political culture. This was con- 
tained in a message sent yesterday by the interim presi- 
dent, Dr. Amos Sawyer, to the two-day leadership 
meeting being held in Gharnga. Bong County by the 
NPFL. Dr. Sawyer urged the conference to concern itself 
with the question of general and swift disarmament of all 
combatants, former combatants, and would-be combat- 
ants, a factor which, according to him, could constitute 
an obstacle to efforts by Liberians [words indistinct] of 
free and fair elections. Disarmament, the interim presi- 
dent said, is an indispensable precondition to the free 
and unfettered movement of citizens. [word indistinct] 
of all types and persuasions, and political aspirants at all 
levels throughout the country. President Sawyer also told 
the conference that disarmament 1s also the most impor- 
tant instrument for the liberation of the electorate from 
fear and intimidation, thereby enabling the Libenan 
people to make voluntary and deliberate choices among 
candidates. Cooperation with ECOMOG [Economic 
Community of West African States Cease-Fire Moni- 
toring Group], the president said. 1s the surest means of 
achieving disarmament 
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ECOMOG Says Troops Not Involved in Fighting 
AB2605 155692 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 26 May 92 


[Text] The West Afncan peacekeeping force, ECOMOG 
{Economic Community of West Afmcan States Cease- 
Fire Monitoring Group], has warned that it will retaliate 
in no smal! measure if any of its soldiers is attacked. The 
warning comes in the wake of a local newspaper report 
that five of its soldiers from the Senegalese contingent at 
the border were caught in crossfire between fighters of 
the United Liberation Movement of Liberia [ULIMO} 
and the National Patnotic Front of Liberia [NPFL]. 


In a statement to the press yesterday, the ECOMOG field 
commander, Brigadier Etta Mbeh, said ECOMOG sol- 
diers deployed at the buffer zone are not involved in any 
fighting whatsoever either with the NPFL or ULIMO, 
adding that there has been no casualties. If this were the 
case, the chief of staff said, ECOMOG would have since 
reported it. Bmg. Mbeh then urged journalists to thor- 
oughly check their facts before publishing because they 
are giving wrong information that would embarrass the 
peace process. 


Mali 


Ministry Issues Statement on Recent Rebel Attacks 


AB2005201092 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television 
du Mali Radio in French 1500 GMT 20 May 92 


{Statement issued by the Ministry of Territonal Admin- 
istration in charge of relations between the Committee 
for the Salvation of the People, CTSP, and the Associa- 
tions in Bamako on 20 May] 


[Text] As part of permanent exchanges of views, the 
minister of territorial administration in charge of rela- 
tions between the CTSP and the associations and the 
minister of internal security held a meeting this morning 
with the Coordinating Committee of the Azawad United 
Movements and Fronts. The discussions centered on 
implementing the National Pact which, through its con- 
tents and spirit, has been a decisive turning point in our 
country’s history. Today, the peace and the confidence it 
has brought about are being threatened. 


Indeed, attacks perpetrated in recent days in the 6th 
Region, in particular on the Nampala-Lere road and at 
Gossi, are likely to jeopardize all that the Malian people 
have done to restore peace. The two parties are con- 
vinced that these attacks are the handiwork of unscru- 
pulous and lawless armed persons, and appeal to all the 
political, administrative, and military authonties and to 
the people so that the wisdom and reason, which have 
always characterized our people, continue to prevail. 
The two sides call on the people to demonstrate reason, 
to continue to peacefully assist people returning to their 
homes, and to avoid falling into the traps set by the 
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enemies of peace. Both sides are taking this opportunity 
to strongly condemn these attacks and the ensuing neg- 
ative reactions. 


The two sides convey their heartfelt condolences to the 
families of the victims and express their deep sympathy. 
In view of the seriousness of the situation and in confor- 
mity with the terms of the pact, both sides have decided 
to institute joint patrols in the areas of Tessalit, 
Bouressa, Menaka, Alemous Tarast, (Ndere), (Goun- 
dom), and Goss. 


Party Statement 


AB2305093092 Bamako Radiod:ffusion-Television 
du Mali Radio in French 1800 GMT 22 May 92 


[Statement issued by the Alliance for Democracy in 
Mali, ADEMA, in Bamako on 2! May] 


[Text] The ADEMA-Association and ADEMA-African 
Party for Solidarity and Justice deplore the bottlenecks 
hampering the strict observation of the timetable for the 
implementation of the National Pact. They urge the 
fronts and movements as well as the people to work for 
the peace and trust which have been achieved with 
difficulty. 


At this price, the inestimable gains that the National 
Pact represents—a testimony of our common will to 
obtain a lasting solution—will be preserved. Taking into 
account our people's aspirations for peace, unity, democ- 
racy, and mutual respect, ADEMA-Association and 
ADEMA-Afnican Party for Solidarity and Justice appeal 
to all the parties concerned to be more vigilant and 
active. 


Niger 


Cabinet Discusses Internal Security Situation 
AB1905135092 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 18 May 92 


[Communique issued at the end of the extraordinary 
ministerial council meeting held in Niamey on 18 May, 
read by Albert Wright, communications minister and 
government spokesman] 


[Excerpts] The Cabinet held an extraordinary session, at 
the conference hail as usual. The meeting was chaired by 
His Excellency the prime minister, Amadou Cherffou. 
The Cabinet examined the items on the agenda of its last 
session which were not debated then. As usual, the 
Cabinet first deliberated on internal security problems 
and on the financial situation. 


On the internal situation, the truce agreed upon with the 
rebellion which went into effect on 15 May has been 
observed satisfactorily by both sides. This will make it 
possible to start negotiations in serenity and mutual 
confidence. [passage omitted] 


Coming back to the internal security problem, the gov- 
ernment expressed its indignation at certain acts of 
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violence observed at the meetings and other political 
functions of some parties. The government is disturbed 
by the dangers which such acts of intolerance among 
citizens of the same country can incur for the nascent 
democracy in Niger. 


This is why the government solemnly appeals to the 
entire political class of our country to contribute toward 
sensitizing and informing party activists on the need to 
avoid the use of violence and force as a means of 
asserting one’s political opinion. 


In any case, the government has made the firm decision 
to give the green light to the security forces and officials 
of the courts to repress, without show of weakness and 
with the full mgors of the law, the troublemakers who 
think they can use physical force to compel their fellow 
citizens to accept their views. [passage omitted] 


Libyan Envoy Meets Premier, President 
AB2105195592 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 21 May 92 


[Text] Prime Minister Amadou Cheiffou today held 
discussions with Muhammad Ahmad Sharif, a Libyan 
special emissary [and secretary of religious affairs], who 
delivered a message from Colone! al-Qadhdhafi to the 
prime minister. Mr. Sharif was also received by the head 
of state, General Ali Saibou. 


Sierra Leone 


Strasser Says Hard Work Needed To Solve Problems 


AB2205 102092 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 2000 
GMT 21 May 92 


[Text] The chairman of the NPRC [National Provisional 
Ruling Council] and head of state, Captain Valentine 
Strasser, has appealed to Sierra Leoneans not to expect a 
miracle from the NPRC in clearing the long accumulated 
mess of the country. In his address to the Sierra Leone 
National Women’s Cooperative Society at the State 
House on Wednesday [20 May], Capt. Strasser empha- 
sized that although the task ahead of them was enormous 
and arduous, yet it could be accomplished by the effort 
and willingness of every Sierra Leonean to support and 
cooperate in furtherance of government's reconstruction 
programs. He said it was too early for people to begin to 
ask the NPRC Government for certain amenities when 
the key issue at the moment should be: How should every 
Sierra Leonean contribute towards the economic recon- 
struction and moral rebirth of his country? 


Capt. Strasser acknowledged that women have a tremen- 
dous role to play in the national reconstruction process 
and called on the National Women’s Cooperative 
Society to act as a medium through which the NPRC 
government can reach ~~men even at the village level. 
He reiterated that if women are to be properly placed to 
help reconstruct the country, the women’s cooperative 
society must endeavor to instill in 1ts members the spirit 
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of patriotism and nationalism. Assuring them of his 
government's desire to help the cooperative to achieve 
its aims and objectives, he appealed to all Sierra Leo- 
neans to work hard before expecting results. 


Earlier, the national organizing secretary, Mrs. Mabinki 
Davies, assured the head of state of her organization's 
readiness to work with the NPRC government in the 
development of self-reliance for women in Sierra Leone. 
She said the program of national reconstruction which 
was well overdue will immensely contribute to the devel- 
opment of women in Sierra Leone if implemented. She 
commended Capt. Strasser’s performance during his 
three weeks in office and intimated that women of this 
country are proud of his achievements. 


Chief of Staff Views Rebel Attack, Negotiations 


AB2305105092 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 22 May 92 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] There were reports from Sierra Leone yesterday of 
renewed fighting between troops of the new military 
government and Foday Sankoh’s rebels in Puyehun Dis- 
trict, in the east of the country. There were also uncon- 
firmed reports that Nigerian troops of the ECOMOG 
[Economic Community of West Afmcan States Cease- 
Fire Mon:toring Group] peacekeeping force were finally 
moving out of Freetown and being deployed near rebel 
front lines. The fighting seems to have been near the 
bridge over the Moa River, near a village called (Lea). 
On the line to Freetown, Robin White asked Sierra 
Leone’s new chief of staff, Colonel (Jusuf Goto), what 
had happened. 


[Begin recording} {[(Goto)] What happened was, a few 
rebels crossed the mver and ambushed our trick that was 
going with the ration, but they were able to retneve the 
truck and they inflicted some casualties on the rebels. Of 
course, we also had some light casualties: We had one 
chap wounded. 


[White] And when did this happen” 

{(Goto)] Last week. 

[White] And how many rebels exactly were killed” 
{(Goto)] About seven rebels were killed. 


[White] Now, has this been the only incident since the 
truce? 


{(Goto)] Yes, that is the only incident as far as we know 
it. 


[White] So, there is a kind of cease-fire in force at the 
moment. Would that be mght? 


[(Goto)} Well, one would say yes. There 1s a lull, if | have 
to call it that way, and it has existed for quite a while 
now. 


[White] Has there been any contact yet between you and 
the rebels to try and settle this once and for all” 
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[(Goto)}] Well, we are trying to see what we can do. We 
asked that they lay down their arms, and there would be 
some form of general amnesty. But then, we have not 
been able to really get anything from them at all. 


[White] So there has been no direct negotiations yet? 
{[(Goto)] Not yet. 


[White] When do you think there might be some nego- 
tiations? 


[(Goto)] Well, maybe sooner than later. 
[White] Right. There have also been reports, Colonel, 


that the Nigerian troops are about to be moved into the 
front line. Is there any truth in that whatsoever? 


{(Goto)] Yes, we want to see if ~e can derioy them 
further up. 


[White] So the Nigerians are going to be moved”? 


[(Goto)}] Yes. I mean, this is just part of their deployment 
policy. They are going to be moved a little bit up the 
country anyway. 


[White] But will they be involved in any direct confron- 
tations with the rebels’ 


[(Goto)] Well, they are in the front line. I do not know 
what you mean by, going to be involved, because already 
the way I see it, they are already involved. [Words 
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indistinct] think that if they are attacked, but for self- 
defense, I think they will fight back. 


[White] They are being moved to where exactly? 


[(Goto)] We want to see if they could be moved to as far 
forward as to Kenema. [end recording} 


NPRC Issues Statement To Discourage Hoarding 
AB2205110092 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2000 GMT 21 May 92 


[Text] The NPRC [National Provisional Ruling Council] 
government has, in a release issued in Freetown, 
observed that some members of the business community 
have resorted to hoarding essential commodities out of 
fear that price control may be introduced. The NPRC 
government therefore wishes to assure the general public 
that it will do everything possible to ensure that essential 
commodities are available at reasonable price. 


The release further assured the business community that 
in accordance with the policy of trade liberalization 
already in place, the NPRC will do everything possible to 
encourage competition thereby minimizing profiteering. 
It is government's view that the interest of all concerned 
is better served by encouraging fair competition than 
through administrative control. It 1s therefore the hope 
of the NPRC government that these assurances will 
dissuade those who are inclined to hoard essential com- 
modities from doing so 
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